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Networking: An approach to Activate Knowledge
Management in
Public Schools in Egypt

Abstract:

The research aims to develop a suggested proposal for
networking as an approach to activate knowledge management in
public schools in Egypt. In the context of the research,
networking is defined as an approach for promoting
communication, shared collaborative work, collective action and
coordination of efforts and activities among public schools in
Egypt. In turn, this would lead to building public schools
capacities for creating, sharing and applying new professional
knowledge. Networking is also expected to promote sharing of
experiences, best practices and best solutions for the problems
schools might face with the aim of improving their performance
as well as the students’ performance. Making the best use of
information and communication technology in building networks
and supporting them with communication systems, databases and
electronic communication applications would facilitate
communication and knowledge sharing among the schools which
are members of these networks.

In the context of the theoretical framework of the research, the
concept and philosophy of the networking approach and its role
in promoting effective knowledge management among
institutions, especially the educational ones, are fully explored.

The research adopted the descriptive method. Some of the best
practices of networking among schools in different countries
were also shown. Besides, a questionnaire was applied o a
number of educational planning and administration experts in
order to explore their points of view concerning the
administrative processes of networking namely, planning for
networking, organizing and implementing the network activities
and holding networks accountable for their performance. The
questionnaire is also intended to explore the experts’ points of
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view with regard to the requirements needed to apply the
networking approach among public schools in Egypt.

The suggested proposal of networking as an approach to activate
knowledge management in public schools in Egypt was
presented. Four components of the suggested proposal were
identified, namely the administrative processes of networking,
the requirements needed for its implementation, promotion of
learning and innovation as an outcome of activating knowledge
management among public schools and the social context of
knowledge management. The researcher also predicted some
obstacles that would hinder the implementation of the suggested
proposal in the Egyptian context and offered some methods to
overcome them.

Key words: Networking, Knowledge Management, Public
Schools, Egypt.
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