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Lifelong learning SKkills in light of Epistemological Beliefs and Openness
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Pro. Dr. Dr.
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Abstract:

Learning is the focus of the educational process and its ultimate
goal is to make the learner acquire knowledge, develop skills and gain
experience. As a result of the continual development of knowledge and
skills, the learner needs to openness to experience to update his knowledge
and skills and possess advanced epistemological beliefs to form positive
attitudes towards the continuity of his lifelong learning process. Therefore,
the present study aims to reveal the differences in lifelong learning in terms
of epistemological beliefs and openness to experience, as well as develop
and test a causal model of the relationships between these variables. It also
aims to reveal the differences in lifelong learning in light of three
categorical variables (gender, educational level, and academic major). The
study sample consisted of 219 undergraduate students from the Faculty of
Education at Damanhur University. Measures of lifelong learning skills,
epistemological beliefs, and openness to experience were administered. The
results showed a statistically significant effect at the level of 0.01 for
openness to experience in predicting lifelong learning skills.

A causal model was found linking lifelong learning skills, epistemological
beliefs, openness to experience and educational level showed an acceptable
fit to the data. The most notice thing was observed in the model was the
presence of a statistically significant effect of epistemological beliefs on
openness to experience and no direct effect of epistemological beliefs on
lifelong learning skills. Thus it became clear that the effect of
epistemological beliefs on lifelong learning skills is indirect and through the
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effect on openness to experience, whose effect on lifelong learning skills
was found to be statistically significant. Furthermore, there were no
significant differences in lifelong learning in terms of gender, educational
level, or academic major. Recommendations and suggestions for future
research are provided.

Keywords: lifelong learning skills - Epistemological Beliefs - Openness to
Experience.
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