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The effectiveness of a training program on the use of
students’ portfolios as a method of authentic assessment
By
Dr. Adel Ahmed Hussein
A Researcher at The National Centre of
Examination And Educational Evaluation

The present study was administered on a sample of 60 persons who were
teachers, school administrators and parents to test the effectiveness of a training
program on the use of students’ portfolios.

The program was designed in light of a general aim which was (helping the

participants to gain knowledge and a number of skills about the use of students’

portfolios as a method of authentic assessment). The researcher set a number of
objectives to be used in the formation of the content of the program. In order to test
the effectiveness of the program the researcher developed the following instruments:

1- A cognitive achievement test for the knowledge of the participants about the

topics of the program.

2- A performance test for the practical part of the topics of the program.

3- An attitude measure towards the development of evaluation systems for

measuring the impact of the program on the affective aspect of the participants.
The researcher measured the validity and reliability of the instruments by
administering them to the sample of the research before and after the administration
of the program. Then, the researcher administered the instruments to the participants

a third time a month after the end of the program to follow-up its impact on them.

The research results were as follows:

- The program was effective in increasing the knowledge of the participants
(teachers, school administrators and parents) about students’ portfolios.

- The program was effective in helping the participants to use and the practice the
theoretical information presented in the program about students’ portfolios.

- The program was effective (at different levels among the three groups of
participants) in enhancing the attitudes of the participants towards the
development of evaluation systems.

The statistical results gained immediately after the end of the program were
higher than those gained a month after the end of the program. This could be because
the part1c1pants did not use the knowledge and skills presented in the program in
assessing their students.

At the end the researcher presented a number of recommendations and further studies

in the field of training and evaluation.
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