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A Comparison Between the Normative View and the Revised
View for the Goal Orientation Theory in the frame of the
causal effects for their dimensions on the learning outcomes.

Dr. Abd El Nasser El Sayed Amer

There are different views concemn the effects of mastery and
performance approach goals on the learning outcomes. The normative
goal theory supposed that the positive correlation or effects for mastey
goals and negative effects for performance approach goals. While the
revised goal theory supposed positive effects for the previous goals to
evaluate the two views, the present researcher conducted two studies.
The sample of first study consists of 150 student from the fourth grade
and graduate student (Occupational Diploma) enrolled in Education
College in Suez Canal University (Ismalia) in 2004. The subjects of
this sample studied measurement and evaluation course. The cross —
validity sample included 122 student from graduate student in the same
college in 2003. The subjects of this sample studied educational
statistics course. The measures of the study are self efficiency toward
the course and enjoyment, course value, three goal orientations,
surface and deep cognitive strategies, Meta-cognition  (state),
persistence, effort, test anxiety, and achievement test.

The results of two studies (correlational and causal Models)
supported the normative view concern the positive role of mastery
goals but don’t support the negative effects or correlation for
performance — approach goals on the learning outcomes. Also the
study supported the revised view of the goal orientation theory about
the positive effects of performance-approach goals but the study differs
with the revised view about the nature of effects for this goals. The
revised view see that the mastery goals positively correlated with the
affective outcomes (Interest or task value) and no effect or correlation
with an achievement and the performance-approach goals have no
effects with interest or task value but have positive effects with
achievement. But the present study modify the previous statement to
the following “there are positive correlation or effects for mastery
goals with interest and achievement while the performance-approach
goals have positive correlation or effect on interest or task value and
no positive correlation or effect on achievement.
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