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School failure in western societies

Dr Mourad ABID
. Assistant Professor, Department of
Psychology
Annaba University, Algeria

The present study will try first to present a preliminary picture about

the school status in western societies, showing the influences’ of the
social structure on educational policy and the efféct of such a matter on the
future of the learners in these societies. After that, some explanations of the
reasons of-school failure will be presented on the basis of some educational
theories, starting by criticizing some aspects of these theories that depend on
the idea of abilities and talents. Then the contribution of the French
Intellectual Schools that are based on the theory of Reproduction will be
introduced, where the contribution of P. Bourdieu, L. Althusser, C. Baudelot
& R. Establet and S. Bowles & H. Gentis is discussed thoroughly.

In addition to these theories and their criticism, the theories of the
British School in its two dimensions: resistance Theory and the Socio-culture
Hindering theory will be presented. Finally, the study will present a summary
in which a more objective interpretation than the French Schools is given.
Such interpretation is based on ethnographic observation will be concluded
with a vision about the future development in the world of education
sociology.
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