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Perceptual Difficulties and Its Relationship to Basic
Skills in Reading Achievement, Gender, and Age
Among a Sample of Bahraini Children with Learning

Difficulties
Dr. Jihan LLA. Alumran Dr. Zahra S. Al-Zeera
Associate Professor in Ed. Psy. President of the Bahraini
University of Bahrain Institute of Special Education

Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate the relationship between
perceptual difficulties and achievement in basic reading skills on the one
hand and the effect of gender and age on those difficulties, on the other
hand. The sample consisted of 168 Bahraini children who have learning
difficulties. Perceptual and Diagnostic Reading tests were administered to
the sample. Results showed that there was a significant gender effect and
significant age effect on measures of perceptual difficulties. Using Logistic
regression results showed that Auditory Analysis and Auditory Memory
were good predictors of difficulties in Word recognition: Auditory
Discrimination and Auditory Analysis were good predictors of difficulties in
Oral Reading; and Auditory Analysis and Sequential Auditory Memory were
good predictors of difficulties in Dictation.

Key words:
Learning difficulties; dyslexia: Perceptual difficulties.
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