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IMPLICIT THEORIES AS PREDICTORS OF TEACHERS' BIAS IN .
NOMINATING STUDENTS FOR GIFTED PROGRAMS

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore teachers' biases that occur in
nominating students for gifted programs in Saudi Arabia. The study also tried -
to explore the implicit theories that teachers adopt about giftedness,
intelligence, creativity and personality, and the degree to which these implicit
theories can predict teachers' nominations. The researchers developed four
implicit theories scales and a series of 8 student profiles to measure teacher
bias. Teachers were asked to indicate whether the students in the profiles
should be recommended for their district gifted programs. Two hundred and
ten primary school ‘teachers (79 classroom teachers and 131 gifted and
talented specialists) from different regions in KSA were asked to evaluate
these profiles and respond to the implicit theories scales. The results showed
 that regardless of their gender, expertise in teaching gifted students, or years -

of experience, teachers tended to nominate students who are intellectually
gifted, creatively gifted, and academically gifted, while they strongly biased.
against students who are gifted in areas of visual arts, psychomotor and
leadership, as well as gifted underachievers. Gifted teachers tended to be -
Incremental theorists in all fields, compared to classroom teachers who
tended to be relatively Entity theorists. Also, both male teachers and more
experienced teachers tended to adopt incremental theories, compared with
female teachers and those with less experience who tended to believe more in
entity theories. The results indicated that implicit theories that teachers adopt
can predict their nominations of gifted students in different areas. These
results are consistent with work in the area of implicit theories suggesting
that teacher’s implicit theories of giftedness, intelligence and creativity can
predict their behaviors and practices in educational settings. '
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