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Partnership between Professionals and Families of
Children with Special Needs

Dimensions and Strategies
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Abstract

=" . |n recent years the concept of partnership spread in the

field of special education among professionals and families of
_ children with special needs. The role of special education
- . programs is not limited to serving children with disabilities only,
but should also help their families and provide
. counseling/training programs related to children’s disabilities
and needs immediately after identifying disability.

The need of the families of disabled children resuits from

the changes these families mush undergo to adjust to the birth

- of a disabled child. Many of such families struggle for survival,
often feel that they are deprived of their legal rights. Here comes
the mission of the professional, to find meaningful ways for
family involvement. Education of All Handicapped Children Act
(P.L,94-142) emphasized the importance of engaging parents in

. their children’s education both at home and school.

Due to the lack of studies in Arabic that treat partnership
between parents and the professionals providing services to
their disabled children, the present study assumes identifying
the nature of this process and its dimensions (communication,
commitment, equality, skills, trust and respect), and the
strategies required for building effective partnership/cooperative
participation between parents and professionals in ways that
positively affect the educational process and maximize the use

. of the services provided to children with disabilities in special
education institutes and progr .
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