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The Impact of an Early Intervention Training Program on Developing
Listening and Speaking Skills for children with mild mental
disabilities
Dr. Ahmed Saeed Ahmed Barakat
Department of Special Education
Faculty of Education and Arts
Northern Border University

Abstract

The study aims at developing listening and speaking skills by
using an early intervention training program for the mentally
handicapped children with mild mental disabilities " The study
sample consists of 12 children; 6 Children as an experimental
group (3 males and 3 females), and 6 children as a control
group ( 3 males and 3 females). The children are from 4-5 years
old. They are from Dar Al Firdous for the mentally disabled
orphans in Cairo. The researcher has prepared a measure for
language skills as well as a training program. The researcher,
also, has used the T test and the Mann-Whitney test. The results
of the study has shown that there is a statistically significant
difference between the average scores of the experimental
group in listening and speaking skills.(in the pre and post test )
in favor of the post test. There are no statistically significant
differences between the average scores of the children of the
experimental group in the (pre and follow up ) applications.
There is a statistically significant difference in the post
measurement equals (0.05) in favor of females. The early
intervention proved to have a great impact on the development
of listening and speaking skills for children with mild mental
disabilities .The study recommended the importance of using
training programs to provide disabled children with the
language skills, especially in the pre-school age.

Key words: Early intervention, listening and speaking,
mentally handicapped children. '
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