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Some clinical variables as predictors of executive functions in
schizophrenics and bipolar disorder patients
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Abstract

The present study aimed at exploring the contribution of some

clinical variables ; such as age, number of hospitalization, age of onset, the
duration of illness, the time period of the last hospitalization, and level of
education, in predicting of executive function in schizophrenia and bipolar
disorder. Twenty seven schizophrenic patient were rec ited as the
schizophrenic sample and twenty eight bipolar-disorder patients. were
recruited as the bipolar sample. Executive functions included planning
ability, inhibition of inappropriate responses, abstract thinking and cognitive
flexibility. Results showed that:
1.In schizophrenics, while level of education could predict planning

ability, age of onset could predict response inhibition.
2.In bipolar disorder, while number of hospitalization can predict
planning ability, the duration of illness can predict abstract thinking

ability. - .

The results were discussed according to the hypotheses and literature.

Key words: (1) number of hospitalization, (2) age of onset, (3) the duration
of illness, (4) the last hospitalization, (5) executive function, (6)
schizophrenia, (7) bipolar disorder, (8) planning ability, (9) inhibition of
inappropriate responses, (10) abstract thinking and (11) cognitive flexibility.
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