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SOME MAJOR ELEMENTS IN COMMON
EGYPTIAN FEEDS AND THEIR RETENTION
WITH MATURE SHEEP IN BALANCE TRIALS

I—Studies with roughages including clover
(T'rifolium alezandrinum), its hay and green maize

By

A.K. Asov-Rava, M.A. Rasrar, ER.M, Asou-Hussemy
and ZM.Z. ABp-En MoracaLiy (Miss).

Determination of Cs, P, Mg, & and K in let, 2nd and 3rd cut of
green clover, two clover hay samples antd green maize (drawa) was
undsrtaken. The retention of suoh elements in six halances trials
with duplicate adult sheep using such feeds offered ad lib, Darawa
wag fed mixed with 500 g, clover hay as & hassl retion.

Results ivdicated that clover and its hay contained similar con-
tents of such elements on dry basis, but darawa contained the least
amount except with P which was of the same level. Ca/P ratio was
two wide with clover and hay but more snitahle with dsrawa. Sup.
plementation of studied roughages with P rich feeds was recommen-
ded to raise P level and improve Ca/P ratio in clover and hay. Mg
and X leval appeared to be adequate. Owing to the possible wide
range of the level of such elements in the same feed, further studies
are recommended with different soils and agricultural treatmeuts.

Balance trials indicated that & minimum of ea. 8 g Ca and 1.5 g.
Pis recessary ta restere equilibrium balance for mature shesp when
fed on ruch roughages. Mg. balance was slightly pesitive but K
balance was highly positive being greatly increased with X higher
inteke with mature sheep. Na appeared not to be stored s its
balances with clover and its hay approached neutrality and perhaps
KuCl supplementation appeared necessary io ensure at least equili-
brium halance,
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