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THE FEEDING VALUE OF PEANUT HAY AND
ITS RESPONSE T ALKALI TREATMENT AND
ADDITION OF UREA
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TFour digestion trials with duplicate adul$ sheop were undertaken
with peanut hay untrested, (Treatment 1), treated with Ca (OHD,
Tr. 2, NaOH alops, Tr. 3 and NaOH pluy 15 g. urea (8.33, M), Tr, 4.
Rosulte indicated that the hay was similer in composition a8 clover
hay. The alkali treatment, particularly NaOH raised the diges-
tibility of all except NFE. The foeding value as fod was 34.0,
88.70, 11.03 and 11.61%, starch value, 8V in Trs., 1, 2, & and 4
respectively being 37.28, 42.88, 56.51 and 5.7,199% in the DM
containing 7.45, 7.94, 9,89 and 10,192, TP respectively. Loeses
in DM was ¢a.8% in Tr.'2 and ca. 13%, in Tr. 3 and 4 being 89
of the crude protein in the hay aftet alksli treatment.

The net foeding value per 100kg. original DM of the hay was
40.55, 48.47 and 50.22 kg, SV in Tr. 2, 3 and 4 respectively being
7.50, 8.36 and 8.94 kg, digestible CP.  The alkali treatment raized
N retention either per day or as percentage of N intake, being disti.
netly high with NaQH treatment. 'The results eombived with the
apparent and true B.V. of protein were in favour of NaOH trest-
ment without urea, having 72.1%, apparent B.V. and 87.3% tme
B.V. Addition of urea with products high in N as peanut appeared
unfavourable leading to low N utilization of urea. N. v

The study indicated that good quality rough ages might respond
greatly to mild alkali treatment raising sppreciably the feeding value
and digestible protein. This opered o field of investigation on
similar feeds and.not confining she chemical alkeli methods for poos
by-products as currently prasticised,
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