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THE EFFECT OF NITROGEN FERTILIZER ON
HCN CONTENT IN SUMMER FODDER CROPS

By
M. A. Raarar, Iramim M, Ern-Givor and Karim
8. MspRIxY

This study was carried out:

1. To determine the effost of nitrogern fertilizer on HCN content
in four summer fodder crops: sudan grass, sweet sorghum, millet
ard grain sorghum.

2, To compare the cffeet of nitrogen fertilizer on the level of HON
content in the firat and zecond growth for suden press, sweet sor-
ghum and millat,

Resulis showed that plants that received the high level of the
nitrogen fertilizer contained more HCN than both the control snd
the plants receiving the low level.

-

The level of HCN at the second growth was higher than that of
the first growth espectally in the nitrogen high fortilized treatments
which reached the maximum vsalues obfained in this study.

Graip sorghum plants that received the high level of the fertilizer
contaived about twice BCN as much as both sudan grass and sweet
aorghum and about more than three fimes as in millet.

8udap grass plant of the second growth fended to ba the highest
in HCN content followed by sweet sorghum and millet,

The HCN content of sudan grass at the 15th day after the st ent
resched to the M.L.D). with the highest fertHizing treatment. In
this case HCN poisining might be expected to oceur.

By feeding animals on both swest borghum and millet plants that
received the higher level of the fertilizer at the same stage results
showed that death because of HCN poijroning would not be expected
1o oceur-firstly, the quantity of fresh sweet sorghum which contained
the M.L.D. could not cause poisoning beoause it would not be all
available at one fime for ahsorption, ever if it is assumed that the
absorption of HCUN is complete sod po detoxicstion tekes place,
secondly, the gueznolity of fresh and green millet plants which con-
tained the M.L.D. is over the capacity of the animal to ecnsume.
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