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DETECTION OF ESTROGENIC ACTIVITY IN
BERSEEM (TRIFOLIUM ALEXANDRINUM)

By
E. A, Gap

Intorest in estrogenie activity of forage plants has increased in recent
years. The acourence of estrogenically active substances and their
value in animal production wae well established. This work wae
carried out to detect the estrogenie activity in berseem. The bioas-
say procedura of estrogenic activity in plant extracts nees uterine
weight respouse of immature fomals mice was condueted. The fresh
berssem was directly extracted by acetone and ethyle ether,

Mice were devided into three groups. The control group was fed
the basal ration. Tested group No. | was fed the control diet incor-
ported with berseom extract. : Tested gronp No. 2 was fed the control
diot rupplemented with 5 gm. of stitbestrel per 100 gm. of the ration.
The average wterine weight of these groups were 36.54-2.30, 97.8 4+
1.22 and 51.14-2, 20 respockively. The average uteri woight pee
gram body weight of the control tested group ! and the tested gromp
Ko, 2 were 2.13-+0.15, 6.184-0.23 and 5.83+0 .20 mg,, respectively.
The corresponding body weight of the three treatments were 17.27-4-
(.37, 18.01L10,61 and 9.804-0.16 gm. respectively,

It ‘was coneluded that berseem have estrogenic activity but ite
potency wos pot estimated. This preliminary study of deteeting
the estrogenic activity in berseem needs further studies in deter-
ruining the estrogenic substances and its effect on animal production.
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