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Mechanisms of Moral Disengagement In The Cognitive Resources
of Extremist Groups

Hisham Al - Asili®

Abstract

This research aims to investigate the mechanisms of moral
disengagement in the cognitive resources of extremist groups. These
groups constitute the main source of terrorist threats in the Arab world
at the present stage, and many terrorist organizations are classified
among these groups, such as the Al-Qaeda network, the Islamic
Caliphate State in Irag and the Levant, and the Sinai Province
organization. Deductive content analysis was used in conducting the
research, and its sample was five of the books considered by the
Egyptian Dar al-Ifta to be books that promote terrorism. The
categories of deductive content analysis were defined based on the
classification and definition of moral disengagement theory. The data
were analyzed by calculating the frequencies and percentages for each
of the moral disengagement mechanisms. The results revealed that the
data represented all the mechanisms of moral disengagement, but in
varying proportions. The mechanisms of reconstructing the cognitive
structure of reprehensible behavior came at the top of these
mechanisms with a percentage of 0.65, then mechanisms related to the
effects of harmful behavior with a percentage of 0.30. Although there
was very little representation of mechanisms related to moral
responsibility (0.04) and victim (0.01).
Keywords: extremist groups, moral degeneration theory, extremism,
terrorism, inferential level analysis.
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(2)Euphemistic labeling

(3)Advantageous comparison
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