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Effectiveness to develop communication skills in children with
autism spectrum disorder

Dr. Afaf Abdel Fadi Daniel
Assistant Professor of Psychology
Faculty of Social Work, Fayoum University

Abstract

The study aimed to detect the effectiveness of a program based
on social skills to develop the communication skills of children with
autism spectrum disorder (dual diagnosis). The study sample consisted
of (60) children with autism spectrum disorder divided into two
groups: experimental group (30). The average age of the experimental
group was 1.23 + 5.3 and the average intelligenc was 61.2 + 3.13. The
average age of the control group was 5 + 1.36 and the average
intelligence was 62.5 + 3.32. the researcher identified children with
autism disorder using a list of the child's self-characteristics (prepared
by the researcher), The Stanford Binet The Fifth Form (Gal H. Rhoid)
translated by Safwat Faraj (2011) The social skills scale of Matson's
translation and validated (Abdel Magsoud, 2014) was applied on the
study sample, along with the verbal and nonverbal communication
skills scale by Collin Zaidnez, translated into Arabic by the researcher
after calculating their authenticity and stability. Besides, a program for
the development of social skills was applied on the experimental
sample and it was also prepared by the researcher after she confirmed
its validity to be applied on the sample.. The study results showed that
there were statistically significant differences at level 0.01 in verbal
and nonverbal communication skills between the experimental group
and the control group after application of the program. Differences
were in favor of the experimental group. There were no significant
differences in the verbal and nonverbal communication skills between
the experimental group's average scores in post-performance and
follow up performance.

Key Words:Social Skills - Communication Skills - Children
with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
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