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Abstract

The main objective of that research paper is to analyze Egypt’s trade
performance before and after the COVID-19 pandemic during the period
2017-2021. To achieve that objective, Egypt’s foreign trade database has been
utilized on the level of commercial partners and the main export commodities.
The results indicated that Egypt’s total exports and imports had contracted by
12 percent and 23 percent respectively in 2020. The main export commodities
suffered from extreme decline (except gold, fruits, and fertilizers), and the
largest decline was in mineral fuels exports which contracted by 26 percent.
Analyzing Egypt’s exports to its major partners showed that the Egyptian
exports to UAE hadn’t been affected by the COVID-19 crisis in comparison
to UAE’s major trading partners whose exports have been affected.
Regarding exports of Egypt and exports of Turkey’s main trading partners to
the Turkish market, the pandemic affected Egypt and Russia only, while
Chinese and German exports haven’t been affected. Regarding exports of
Egypt and exports of Italy’s major trading partners in the Italian market, the
pandemic affected Egypt, Germany, and France, while exports of china and
the Netherlands hadn’t been affected. Corona crisis affected Egypt’s exports
and exports of all USA’s main trading partners to the USA market. On the
level of export commodities, the results investigated that the COVID-19
pandemic hadn’t affected the exports of gold from Egypt, Guinea, and Sudan
to the UAE market, while the pandemic affected T.V.’s exports from Egypt
and its competitors (except Vietnam) to UAE market. COVID-19 pandemic
affected the exports of polymers of propylene from Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
South Korea to the Turkish market, and the pandemic also affected exports of
fertilizers from Egypt and its competitors (except Ukraine) to the Turkish
market. The exports of petroleum oils and petroleum gases from Egypt and
its competitors to the Italian market had been affected by the Corona crisis.
Regarding the USA market, the Corona pandemic affected exports of suits,
jackets, and T-shirts from Egypt and its competitors the Egyptian exports and
all competitors to that market. Egyptian exports rebounded in 2021, recording
an unprecedented amount of $40.6 billion. This is considered a bright spot in
the history of Egyptian exports during the pandemic that the world is
witnessing.

Keywords: COVID-19 pandemic, Egypt, Competitors, Trading
performance, main commodities
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