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Globally, the Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is a key goal of sustainable
development. The UHC means that all individuals have access to the health services
they need without encountering any financial hardship when paying for these services.
Consequently, and in line with the recent reform plan adopted by the Egyptian
government, the Egyptian parliament, by the end of 2017, approved the Universal
Health Social Insurance Law. The execution of the first phase of the law planned to
commence in July 2018, which has not happened, and no other date has yet been set
for the beginning of its application. This delay signifies that there are problems
preventing the implementation of the law, or may give the impression that the law has
emerged hasty and incomplete, making it unrealistic or impossible to put on. This
paper diagnoses the general situation of healthcare in Egypt focusing on how its cost
Is covered. Moreover, based on the experiences of the United Kingdom, as the first
country who introduced the concept of universal health coverage, and Germany,
which achieved mandatory coverage by 89%, the paper provides some propositions
that may help achieving the UHC for the Egyptians. Finally, the study assesses the
law to determine its compatibility with the reform proposals derived from the
experiences of the two countries, highlights some of the challenges facing the
execution of the law, which may be the reason for postponing the law implementation.
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Key: Patient charges == National Insurance == General taxation

Source: King’s Fund (2017)
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