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Rural Production Activities in Al-Ahsa Oasis,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and its Role in
Achieving Sustainable Development

Dr. Ashraf Hussein Mahrous

ABSTRACT

The concept of sustainable development has increased, especially in recent
times, and there are many definitions that have dealt with this topic. Interest in this
concept was highlighted in the report of the World Union for the Conservation of
Natural Resources, which was fully dedicated to sustainable development in 1981
under the title "International Strategy for the Conservation of the Environment". The
idea of sustainable development was officially endorsed at the Earth Summit held in
the new Brazilian capital (Rio de Janeiro) in 1992, where the participants in this
conference recognized the importance of this idea, especially since they took into
account that there are still those who suffer and live below the poverty line, with a
great disparity in the patterns of resources used by all countries, and the severe
pressure on the global ecosystem.

Sustainable development also encompasses more than growth: it requires a
change in the content of growth. Many scientists have been interested in this branch,
especially geographers, economists and sociologists.

Al-Ahsa Oasis is famous for its abundance of palms, which cover huge areas of
its land and more than three million palms, and produces more than 100,000 tons of
dates annually, equivalent to 10% of the Kingdom's production, and entered the
Guinness Book of Records as the largest free-standing oasis in the world. The oasis
for many geographical problems It was necessary to address those problems and
make proposals to solve those problems from the side of economic geography,
where agriculture is one of the most important economic crafts practiced by the
population in the Kingdom in general and in Al-Ahsa in particular since ancient
times, and the Kingdom until recently enjoyed an abundance in its water resources,
especially in the streams of valleys, water eyes and springs, which helped the
development and spread of agriculture despite the difficult climatic conditions.

Key Words: Development, Sustainable development, Oasis, Dunam.
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