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The Regions of Wild Animals in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(Research in Zoogeography)

The aim of this research was to identify the geographical regions containing
wild animals in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the geographical extents of these wild
animals, and the distinctive wild mammalian animal species in these regions. To
achieve these goals, a historical method was employed to trace the development of
the classification of global and regional terrestrial geographic regions. A descriptive
analytical method was also employed to review the published papers and electronic
lists in which the 66 wild mammal species in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia have
been recorded and classified. The main geographical regions containing wild animal
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia were identified on a taxonomic basis. Accordingly,
the kingdom was divided into geographic regions of wild animals according to the
presence of distinct wild mammal species contained therein. The geographical
origins of species were identified and categorized into in the Saharo-Sindian region,
Ethiopian region, Palearctic region, and Eastern region. A limited number of species
were found to be classified as endemic, while some of species were found to be bi-
or tri-regional. The boundaries of the regions delineated in this research differ
greatly from those found in previous studies. The Saharo-Sindian region, which is
part of the Palearctic region, covers most of the kingdom’s lands, except the Sarawat
Mountains, which are located within the Ethiopian region, and the Eastern region,
which may extend to a very small area between Uqair and Qatif on the coast of the
Arabian Gulf.

The boundary separating the Saharo-Sindian region and the Ethiopian region in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia can be drawn by a line or band around the Sarawat
Mountains representing the southern part of the western highlands in the kingdom,
from the city of Taif in the north to the border with the Republic of Yemen in the
south.

Key Words: Regions of Wild Animals, Saharo-Sindian region, Ethiopian region, Saudi Arabia.
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