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Demographic and Housing Characteristics of
Informal Settlements in Abu Homs Town

ABSTRACT

The study aims to track changes in the informal settlements in the town of Abu

Homs during the period from 1976 to 2019, pointing to the reasons for their
establishment, shedding light on their geographical distribution, analyzing their
demographic and housing characteristics, and identifying their most important
problems.

The study used the descriptive and analytical method with its different

approaches. It also used several methods, including technical, quantitative and
cartographic, and relied on the field study, where 650 questionnaires were
distributed, of which the correct percentage reached 95.4%.

The study concluded with several results, the most important of which are:

The large expansion in the area of the informal settlements during the
aforementioned period, due to many reasons, the economic and social reasons
foremost.

The increased percentage of young people (less than 15 years), and the
increased average family size to more than six individuals, coinciding with the
decreased monthly average income to less than 2000 pounds.

The lack of the most vital services, as the narrow streets (less than 3 m), and
the bad shapes of houses that are predominantly rural, have limited costs.

Both service and economic problems constituted the majority of the problems
faced by the people of the informal settlements, and “Mshrouh” area was the
most deprived area and the first to be cared, as it is the lowest income and the
highest illiterate.

Key Words: Informal settlements, Demographics characteristics, Housing characteristics,
Abu Homs town.
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