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ABSTRACT

In 2014, the Egyptian legislator adopted a new division of the individual
system electoral districts, It included three ranks of electoral districts
magnitude, which were increased according to the 2015 amendment to four
ranks, This was not known to Egypt before, The research aimed to analyze
the effect of electoral districts magnitude of the individual system on voting
turnout in the 2015 Egyptian Parliament elections.

The research dealt with the classification of electoral districts
magnitude for the individual system according to the division of 2014 and
the amendment of 2015, then it reviewed the geographical distribution of
electoral districts for the individual system, as well as analyzing the voting
turnout rates in the Egyptian governorates, and at the level of the electoral
districts for the individual system, which reached 205 districts, to conclude
by analyzing the relationship between districts magnitude as an independent
variable, and turnout rates in the first round of the 2015 elections as a
dependent variable, the research relied on political decisions and legislation
related to the division of electoral districts in 2014 and 2015, as well as on
the detailed results of voting at the level of all electoral districts for the
individual system, following the descriptive approach.

The research concluded that voting turnout decreases as the magnitude
of the electoral districts increases. At the national level, voting turnout in
single-seat districts reached 32%, decreased in two-seats districts to 29%,
did not exceed 27% in three-seats districts, and fell to about 24% in four
seats districts, the same was confirmed at the level of the vast majority of the
twenty-three governorates, which witnessed a diversity in their electoral
districts magnitude, as the voter turnout decreased in the constituencies of
each of them as the size of the electoral district increased. An inverse
relationship between them at the national level and at the level of all
governorates of the Republic, With the exception of four governorates, that
coefficient cannot be measured because they include one district, or their
districts belong to one rank, where 16 governorates recorded a reverse
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correlation coefficient ranging between -0.5 and -1, and five governorates
recorded an inverse correlation coefficient ranging between -0.2 and -0.5
Two governorates recorded a correlation coefficient close to -0.2.

Key Words: Electoral districts, magnitude, individual system, Voting turnout, Egypt,
Parliament elections, geography of elections.
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