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UrbanizationCurve and Urban System in Najran 

Administrative Area and Assessment of 

Sustainable Urban Development 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The study dealt with the patterns of the urbanization curve in the Najran 

administrative Area. The size of the cities has grown, with urban residents 

accounting for approximately 9:10 of the total population of Najran in 2010, 

after representing a third in 1974, and vice versa for the rural population. 

The urban population percentage in 1974 was lower than the general 

percentage of urban population nationwide, but exceeded them in 2010. The 

region and its governorates were classified according to the ratio of urban 

population to three categories in 2010, and the general trend of the urban 

system confirmed the dominance phenomenon, as the dominance of the first 

city - Najran city - continued throughout the study period. Size classification 

study of the Najran region governors in size groups showed the extent of the 

disparity in the governmental centers population in favor of the size groups 

(more than one hundred thousand people) through the study period, the city 

population was not distributed among the size groups in a balanced manner, 

with Najran city accounting for 64.5% in 2010. The application of the urban 

balance index showed its value to the imbalance in urban population 

distribution in Najran, and the imbalance in the urban network increased 

from one-third of the urban population to more than two-thirds between 

1974 and 2020, respectively. The Najran city recorded a size exceeding the 

ideal size expected by the urban balance index, which represents more than 

half of its population in 2010 to represent population surpluses need to be 

redistributed. While the Najran Municipality has been classified to a level of 

district since 2004, two thirds of the municipalities in the region until 2015 

have not exceeded their levels (D - E), resulting in a discrepancy in regional 

development. The most important of sustainable urban development indexes 

showed that Najran city is less in life quality than Riyadh city, and the 

lowest indexes of life quality of the total cities in the country. 
 

Key Words: Najran Administrative Area - Najran City - Urban System - Sustainable Urban 
Development - Urban Dominance - Urban Population - Urbanization Curve. 

 


