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Rabat City
An Analytical Study of Some Urban and Population Structural Characteristics

ABSTRACT

The study of urban space and the analysis of its components seek to
identify planning determinants to achieve homogeneity among city divisions,
and to reduce the structural urban dualism in all its aspects, not only
morphological, but the disparities of access to services and variations in
population socioeconomic characteristics. This helps in eliminating city
fragmentation, to reach the highest level of homogeneity in the cities and the
creation of a sustainable urban environment.

The study aims to investigate urban fragmentations and inequalities by
testing the similarities and differences among the major administrative divisions
of "Rabat" the capital of Morocco, in terms of social, economic, and urban
characteristics according to the 2014 population and housing census of results.
This is achieved by applying the geostatistical comparative Analysis of variance
"ANOVA" to check wither there are significant differences among the six
communes of the city in the mentioned characteristics. Furthermore, the relation
between socioeconomic and urban space characteristics is examined by applying
Multivariate Analysis of Variance "MANOVA" to identify which of the
socioeconomic characteristics affect significantly one or more of urban space
characteristics. MANOVA technique is applied on a field survey that
systematically sampled houses from which 400 households and respondents
were randomly selected to fill the shortcomings in the available census results.
The IBM SPSS statistics 23 is used for applying either ANOVA or MANOVA
techniques.

It is found that, there exist spatial disparities among the city communes in
terms of socioeconomic and urban space characteristics. Moreover, the city
communes can be classified into heterogeneous groups that are similar within
each group. On the other hand the majority of socioeconomic characteristics are
found to have significant effect on urban space characteristics among the city
communes. Thus the study recommends keeping on supporting less developed
parts of the city to reach the spatial homogeneity adopted by Morocco since
independence.

Key Words: Urban socioeconomic characteristics, ANOVA, MANOVA, urban fragmentation.
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