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Pharaoh 's Island
The Fortified Point at The Northern Entrance
of the Gulf of Agaba
“A study in historical geography”

ABSTRACT

Faroun Island is located on the far Northern eastern tip of Egypt in the Gulf of
Aqaba coast region It is a rocky island with an area of 3 km. It is tall and surrounded
by coral reefs from all its sides.

Pharaoh's Island is strategically and vitally important. It is the guardian of the
entrance leading to the Red Sea, which runs from Aqaba to Sinai and Egypt in
western direction, and the Arabian Peninsula from the south Eastern direction too.
Where the Crusaders realized the strategic importance of this site as the link between
Egypt and Syria.

The Byzantines occupied the island of Pharaoh, and after them the Crusaders in
the twelfth century AD, was built during the site of the island fortress by their King
Baldwin first King of Jerusalem, and the island contain on one of the important
Islamic monuments, an amazing castle known as the citadel of Salah al-Din, Salah
al-Din controlled al-Jazira at 566 AH / 1170 AD, in order to secure the Gulf of
Aqaba overlooking the island of foreign invasions, and to secure the convoys of
pilgrimage and trade routes, and chose to take this site because of its unique
location.

The study of Historical Geography applied on Pharaoh's Island and the general
Geography features of the island, and then to talk about the castle of the island and
its importance in the shadow of the Crusader Islamic struggle, reflecting the strategic
importance and vitality of the site it self.
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