v 7 7 0 Id

ul.ull-u-ll 00 S d (gul 5;-1‘3! qlgaa
™) @1011-1Y1+ /QAYY-T104)

93)S)) taa) daaa daa) deaa .
Gl and o lesa 3l
b gl Analy — il A4S

adlall

il b g S A T o i Ol el S
Cra ptyall Lgliy) amdiy op 1 o3l 53 tadall GlE) ot (Ss bl
phpaS e A agilalia) Ak b Al o l22Y) g

5 (dian 8 53V ol ALy e Al 13h 8 &l ATl
Ea I8 A A nlshS 4 fianl 2 ghy o) e 2 la aSli Eux REER P
oyl Sl &b pedladl Aaelyg ‘Lg).w\}“ Al e

13 Comippd Jaa sy aDlg Ll s Lasall 13 gl A fall 4 AN cuag 2 gy
d_JLMX\ CR) (adiad (s DJ—G-L Alug ¢ alaall 8 A_K}\M\ ml_m_w;} Sl
ARy Ay R Al ) el aland) S5 3 Euadl J5L8 26 Ll
(um_.nj\ g_x_alS) Jalally a5l Ol Caliay ol Hlals 1o 48 22
b Adis Lol L0a A BT olild 3 &0 25l Lag L e atlly s L il
) Jlpdes asls 35 Hj\’;ﬁ, e Alia 850 clals e ol
e Al Iy ) el Lo L JLAD daphy (e St il ate LK Lo S5 il
Leay)b Gl cilad Zall e s3aly Sk cleigyd bl o euj )
AGle dbay LY 5ladl) ay)l by ALa\ diay

Slllaall ¢ (3éad cgyu¥) (Ol rAualidall clalsl)

Osiead) aaadl (Y YY il ase (gpaall F5al A O



d.xSLuS\ Cra) (aiad UA M\J\ Olgma

Diwan Al-Asra ""Divan of Captives' in Damascus in the
Mamluk era
Abstract

The term Diwan Al-Asra "Divan of Captives" expresses an
administrative authority, in the Mamluk era, that was concerned with
the affairs of the endowments earmarked for redemption of captives,
directing its revenues to free them from the enemies' hands, and
contributing to meeting their financial necessities after their release.

The present study focused on studying Diwan Al-Asra in
Damascus in the Mamluk era in order to trace its origin, monitoring
the features of its development and understanding its importance as an
administrative authority that was concerned with the issue of captives
and support of their redemption in that era.

The study started with an introduction to Diwan Al-Asra, its
names that were circulated in the sources, its origin in Damascus in
the Mamluk era and the reasons of its foundation. Then the study dealt
with the competences of the aforementioned diwan and its
administrative body that was formed from: the Principal, the Deputy
Principal, the Fulfiller, the Accounts Clerk, the Supervisor, the
Witness and the Associate. Moreover, the study gave vivid examples
of the pioneering achievements of the diwan in the issue of captives
and their redemption since its inception and throughout Mamluk era.
All of these achievements, of course, reflect the development and
progress of the Mamluk management in organizing its affairs — a thing
that is regarded as one of the brightest pages in its history in particular
and in the history of Islamic civilization in general.

Key words: Diwan, Al-Asra, “Captives”, Damascus, Mamluk
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