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The weapon of Elephants in the Persian Army
and its repercussions on the Islamic forces

(11-21 AH / 632-642 AD)
Abstract:

Elephant were known for their outstanding role in battles, That
,S how they surpassed other animals , due to their natural abilities and
skills, which helped them to accept training in battles, that,s whey
elephants became a very important weapon. Besides, they became
very essential in wars, and in the army, having a great numbers of
cavalry troops on his back and around him; For this reason, elephants
became one of the important battalions that were used to organize
forces and weapons in the army, and became one of the mainstays of
the military system of many countries, and it was keen to include large
numbers of them, including the Persian state, which paid great
attention to it and used it in many fields. The role of elephants in the
Persian army has emerged throughout their history in their internal
and external battles.

The Arab forces faced the elephants weapon in the Persian army
in their battles in Iraq, since the era of Caliph Abu Bakr Al-Siddiq
(11-13 AH / 632-634 AD), and the battles expanded during the reign
of Caliph Omar Ibn Al-Khattab (13-23 AH / 634-644 AD), and they
found It was very difficult to confront it, because it created a great
imbalance in the balance of military power between the two armies,
and the Muslims faced a new method of fighting that they were not
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accustomed to before, and they became in a permanent attack mode,
and they were unable to defend themselves, which made it more
difficult to achieve victory.

This is at a time when many of them had not seen elephants before,
and did not know any thing about them, nor about how to kill them,
and this is why they were confused in his matter, especially after the
Persian state doubled the number of elephants in battles after another,
and for this we devoted this study to examine the repercussions of this
Weapons on the Arab forces.

The Key words: Elephants-weapon-Persian-Army-Arab-Islam.
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