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Sheikh Abdul Rahman bin Omar Al-Umayyad Al-
Tannilani’s Pilgrimage Journals (1774 A.D./1188 A.H.):
Spotlight on the social and economic situation in Egypt
and the Maghreb

Abstract

The aim of this study is to explore a number of unique features
of travel journals penned by Arab and Muslim travellers who
journeyed from the Maghreb to the eastern parts of the Muslim world.
We particularly focus on such issues that would be of great interest to
those concerned with the study of the geographical, historical,
economic and social contexts highlighted by these early explorers in
their travel journals. Consequently, this paper is not an attempt to
review and describe the general content of these journals.

The importance of this paper lies in the value of the manuscript
itself, as it is considered one of the most important local sources that
shed light on the social and economic life in Touat, Algeria, and other
Islamic countries and its relationship with neighbouring regions such
as Egypt, the Hijaz and a number of the metropolises of the Islamic
Maghreb. Al-Tannilani’s journal also describes some of the scientific,
religious, social and economic activities in a number of vibrant urban
centres in the region in his time. In facts, this rare manuscript refers to
a number of historical facts and social realities of the time of writing
that are seldom touched upon in other sources.
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This paper concludes that Sheikh Abdul Rahman Al-Tannilani’s
description of his journey from Touat to Mecca, through the Libyan
Desert, Egypt, and the cities of the Hijaz provides significant insights
into the historical, geographical, social, and economic conditions in
these parts. Moreover, it became evident through this study that the
author did not provide a traditional description but consciously and
intently attempted to give accurate and detailed information about the
areas he visited. His scholarship and intellect were felt thought out his
writing especially through the stances he adopted
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