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Abstract

This paper sheds light on the importance of caravan routes in
revitalizing the commercial movement between Egypt and its Arab
neighbours in the period from 1810 to 1869, a period in which
Mohammad Ali of Egypt and his successors were int erested in these
routes. Mohammad Ali Pasha included the commodities transported
along those routes in Egypt's relations with the global capital market,
and that is why the study focuses on determining the importance of
trade caravan routes in that period, and the geography of caravan
routes in an attempt to know their paths, and points of connection and
separation, reaching the final stations of these routes in Egypt, which
used to end at the Nile River. The Nile River continued to play its
historical role as a shipping artery, at which most of the caravan routes
ended with a number of urban centres in both Upper and Lower Egypt
linked by the Nile River to the capital (Cairo city) and the Egyptian
ports on the coasts of both the Mediterranean and Red seas. The study
also focuses on identifying the role of the Egyptian administration in
protecting and securing caravan routes and regulating the movement
of transport on them, as part of its interest in increasing economic
resources and preserving Egypt's position as a centre for caravan trade
between the east and west of the Arab region.
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