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Zanzibar_ Heligoland Treaty of 1890

The Undersigned,;

Sir Edward Malet, Her Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary; Sir Henry Percy Anderson, Chief of the African Department of
Her Majesty’s Foreign Office; The Chancellor of the German Empire, General
von Caprivi, The privy Councillor in the Foreign Office, Dr. Krauel. Have, after
discussion of various questions affecting the Colonial interests of Germany and
Great Britain, come to the following Agreement on behalf of their respective
Governments:

Article 1
In East Africa the sphere in which the exercise of influence is reserved to
Germany is bounded:

1- To the north by a line which, commencing on the coast at the north bank of the
mouth of the River Umba, runs direct to Lake Jipé; passes thence along the
eastern side and round the northern side of the lake, and crosses the River Lumeé;
after which it passes midway between the territories of Taveita and Chagga,
skirts the northern base of the Kilimanjaro range, and thence is drawn direct to
the point on the eastern side of Lake Victoria Nyanza which is intersected by the
1st Parallel of south latitude; thence, crossing the lake on that parallet, it follows
the parallet to the frontier of the Congo Free State, where it terminates. It is
however, understood that on the west side of the lake, the sphere does not
comprise Mount Mfumbiro; if that mountain shall prove to lie to the south of the
selected parallel, the line shall be deflected so as to exclude it, but shall,
nevertheless, return so as to terminate at the above named point.

2- To the south by a line which, starting on the coast at the northern limit of the
Province of Mozambique, follows the course of the River Rovuma to the point of
confluence of the Msinje, thence it runs westward along the parallel of that point
till it reaches Lake Nyassa; thence striking northward, it follows the eastern,
northern, and western shores of the lake to the northern bank of the mouth of the
River Songwe; it ascends that river to the point of its intersection by the 33rd
degree of east longitude; thence it follows the river to the point where it
approaches most nearly the boundary of the geographical Congo Basin defined
in the 1st Article of the Act of Berlin, as marked in the map attached to the 9th
protocol of the conference. From that point it strikes direct to the above_ named
boundary; and follows it to the point of its intersection by the 32nd degree of east
longitude; from which point it strikes direct to the point of confluence of the
northern and southern branches of the River Kilambo, and thence follows that
river till it enters Lake Tanganyika. The course of the above boundary is traced
in general accordance with a map of the Nyassa- Tanganyika Plateau, officially
prepared for the British Government in 1889.

3- To the west by a line which, from the mouth of the River Kilambo to the 1st
parallel of south latitude, is conterminous with the Congo Free State.
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The sphere in which the exercise of influence is reserved to Great Britain is
bounded:

A- To the south by the above- mentioned line running from the mouth of the River
Umba to point where the 1st parallel of south latitude reaches the Congo Free
State. Mount Mfumbiro is included in the sphere.

B- To the north by a line commencing on the coast at the north bank of the mouth of
the River Juba; thence it ascends that bank of the river and is conterminous with
the territory reserved to the influence of Italy in Gallaland and Abyssinia, as far
as the confines of Egypt.

C- To the west by the Congo Free State, and by the western watershed of the basin
of the Upper Nile.

Article I

In order to render effective the delimitation recorded in the preceding Article,
Germany withdraws in favour of Great Britain her Protectorate over Witu, Great
Britain engages to recognize the sovereignty of the Sultan of Witu over the
territory extending from Kipini to the point opposite the Island of Kwyhoo, fixed
as the boundary in 1887. Germany also withdraws her Protectorate over the
adjoining coast up to Kismayu, as well as her claims to all other territories on the
mainland, to the north of the River Tana, and to the Islands of Patta and Manda.

Article 111
In South- West Africa the sphere in which the exercise of influence is reserved to
Germany is bounded:

1- To the south by a line commencing at the mouth of the Orange River, and
ascending the north bank of that river to the point of its intersection by the 20th
degree of east longitude.

2- To the east by a line commencing at the above- named point, and following the
20th degree of east longitude to the point of its intersection by the 22 nd parallel
of south latitude, it runs eastward along that parallel to the point of its
intersection by the 21 st degree of east longitude; thence it follows that degree
northward to the point of its intersection by the 18 th parallel of south latitude; it
runs estward along that parallel till it reaches the River Chobe; and descens the
centre of the main channel of that river to its junction with the Zambesi, where it
terminates. It is understood that under this arrangement Germany shall have free
access from her Protectorate to the Zambesi by a strip of territory which shall at
no point be less than 20 English miles in width. The sphere in which the exercise
of influence is reserved to Great Britain is bounded to the west and north- west
by the above- mentioned line. It includes Lake Ngami. The course of the above
boundary is traced in general accordance with a map officially prepared for the
British Government in 1889. The delimitation of the southern boundary of the
British territory of Walfish Bay is reserved for arbitration, unless it shall be
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settled by the consent of the two Powers within two years from the date of the
conclusion of this Agreement. The two Powers agree that, pending such
settlement, the passage of the subjects and the transit of goods of both Powers
through the territory now in dispute shall be levied on goods in transit. Until a
settlement shall be considered neutral.
Article IV
The boundary between the German Protectorate of Togo and the British Gold
Coast Colony Commences on the Coast at the marks set up after the negotiations
between the Commissioners of the two countries of the 14th and 28th of July,
1886; and proceeds direct northwards to the 6° 10" parallel of north latitude;
thence it reaches the left banks of the River Aka; ascends the mid- channel of
that river to 6° 20’ parallel of north latitude; runs along that parallel westwards to
the right bank of the River Dchawe or Shavoe; follows that bank of the river till
it reaches the parallel corresponding with point of confluence of the River Deine
with the Volta, it runs along that parallel westward till it reaches the Volta; from
that point it ascends the left banks of the Volta; till it arrives at the neutral zone
established by the Agreement of 1888, which commences at the confluence of
the River Dakka with the Volta. Each Power engages to withdraw immediately
after the conclusion of this Agreement all its officials and employés from
territory which is assigned to the other Power by the above delimitation.

Article V
It is agreed that no Treaty or Agreement made by or on behalf of either Power to
the north of the River Benué, shall interfere with the free passage of goods of the
other Power, without payment of transit dues, to and from the shores of Lake
Chad. All treaties made in territories intervening between the Benué and Lake
Chad shall be notified by one Power to the other.

Article VI
All the lines of demarcation traced in Article 1 to IV shall be subject to
rectification by Agreement between the two Powers, in accordance with local
requirements. It is specially understood that, as regards the boundaries traced in
Article 1V, commissioners shall meet with the least possible delay for the object
of such rectification.

Article VII
The two Powers engage that neither will interfere with any sphere of influence
assigned to the other by Articles | to IV. One Power will not in the sphere of the
make acquisitions, conclude Treaties, accept sovereign rights or Protectorates,
nor hinder the extension of influence of the other. It is understood that no
Companies nor individuals subject to one Power can exercise sovereign rights in
a sphere assigned to the other, except with the assent of the latter.

Article VIII
The tow Powers engage to apply in all the portions of their respective spheres,
within the limits of the free zone defined by the Act of Berlin of 1885, to which

Yy




= Lyl iy W 3,4 o lgilalsailg o) A4 e ale aisala — jLad) Baalea

the first five Articles of that Act are applicable at the date of the present
Agreement, the provisions of those Articles according to which trade enjoys
complete freedom; the navigation of the lakes, rivers, and canals, and of the ports
on those waters is free to both flags; and no differential treatment is permitted as
regards transport or coasting trade; goods, of whatever origin, are subject to no
dues except those, not differential in their incidence, which may be levied to
meet expenditure in the interest of trade; no transit dues are permitted; and no
monopoly or favour in matters of trade can be granted. The subjects of either
Power will be at liberty to settle freely in their respective territories situated
within the free trade zone. It is specially understood that, in accordance with
these provisions, the passage of goods of both Powers will be free from all
hindrances and from all transit dues between Lake Nyassa and the Congo State,
between Lake Nyassa and Tanganyika, on Lake Tanganyika, and between that
lake and the northern boundary of the two spheres.
Article 1X

Trading and mineral Concessions, and rights to real property, held by Companies
or individuals, subjects of one Power, shall if their validity is duly established, be
recognized in the sphere of the other Power. It is understood that Concessions
must be worked in accordance with local laws and regulations.

Article X
In all territories in Africa belonging to, or under the influence of either Power,
missionaries of both countries shall have full protection. Religious toleration and
freedom for all forms of divine worship and religious teaching.

Article XI
Great Britain engages to use all her influence to facilitate a friendly arrangement,
by which the Sultan of Zanzibar shall cede absolutely to Germany his
possessions on the mainland comprised in existing Concessions to the German
East African Company, and their dependencies, as well as island of Mafia. It is
understood that His Highness will, at the same time, receive an equitable
indemnity for the loss of revenue resulting from such cession. Germany engages
to recognize a Protectorate of Great Britain over the remaining dominions of the
Sultan of Zanzibar and Pemba, as well as over the dominions of the Sultan of
Witu, and the adjacent territory up to Kismayu, from which her Protectorate is
withdrawn. It is understood that if the cession of the German coast has not taken
place before the assumption by Great Britain of the Protectorate of Zanzibar, Her
Majesty’s Government will, in assuming the Protectorate, accept the obligation
to use all their influence with the Sultan to induce him to make that cession at the
earliest possible period in consideration of an equitable indemnity.

Article XI1

1- Subject to the assent of the British Parliament, the sovereignty over the Island of
Heligoland, together with its dependcies, is ceded by Her Britannic Majesty to
His Majesty the Emperor of Germany.

2- The German Government will allow to all persons natives of the territory thus
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ceded the right of opting for British nationality by means of a declaration to be
made by themselves, and, in the case of children under age, by their parents or
guardians, which must be sent in before the 1st of January 1892.

3- All persons natives of the territory thus ceded, and their children born before the
date of the signature of the present Agreement, are free from the obligation of
service in the military and naval forces of Germany.

4- Native laws and customs now existing will, as far as possible, remain
undisturbed.

5- The German Government binds itself not to increase the Customs Tariff at
present in force in the territory thus ceded until the 1st January, 1910.

6- All rights to property which private persons or existing Corporations have
acquired in Heligoland in connection with the British Government are
maintained; obligations resulting from them are transferred to His Majesty the
Emperor of Germany.

7- The rights of British fishermen with regard to anchorage in all weathers, to taking
in provisions and water, to making repairs, to transhipment of goods, to the sale
of fish, and to the landing and drying of nets, remain undisturbed.

Berlin, July 1, 1890.

(Signed) EDWARD.B. MALET

H. PERCY ANDERSON
V. CAPRIVI
K. KRAUEL
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- Franklin Parker: British East Africa, Negro History Bulletin, VVol.25, No.4, 1962.
- Jan Knappert: A Short History of Zanzibar, Annales Aequatoria, vol.13, 1992.
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