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The impact of accountants and auditors’ personality traits on their
attitudes towards some unethical professional practices : dark triad
model

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the impact of accountants and auditors' personality
traits on their attitudes towards some unethical professional practices. The study
took the dark triad trait in its three dimensions (Machiavellianism - Narcissism -
Psychopathy) as a model for it. By surveying a sample of accounting students at
Zagazig University (175 individuals), the results indicated a positive relationship
between the dark triad and unethical professional practices. As for the dimensions,
it was found that there is a positive relationship between both Machiavellian and
psychopathic and unethical professional practices, while the relationship was not
significant between narcissism and unethical professional practices. The detailed
research by breaking-down unethical professional practices into unethical
professional practices with financial returns and unethical professional practices
with moral returns, showed that the results were positive relationships between the
dark triad (and its dimensions) and the two types of professional practices, except
for the relationship between narcissism and unethical professional practices with
moral returns, meaning that the narcissistic personality tends to accept unethical
professional practices if only they generate financial returns.

Key words : : dark triad, auditors' personality traits, unethical professional
practices
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Collinearity Diagnostics"b

Mode Condition Variance Proportions

1 Dimension Eigenvalue Index (Constant) dark sex study ACC_job prof_cert

1 1 4.550 1.000 .00 .00 .00 .01 .01 .01
2 724 2.507 .00 .00 .01 .00 .06 .67
3 462 3.137 .00 .00 .01 .00 .76 .29
4 .165 5.254 .00 .01 .00 .82 A1 .03
5 .093 6.997 .01 .03 .84 .05 .04 .00
6 .006 26.876 .99 .95 .14 12 .01 .00

a. Dependent Variable: i3Ys-Y1 1 izl ol

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = & .\

Al ) Oebes 25 (3) ) e

Coefficients*®
Unstandardized
Coefficients Standardized Coefficients Collinearity Statistics
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig. Tolerance VIF
1 (Constant) 2.028 317 6.402| .00
sex -.176 .106] -.127 -1.667 .097 .898 1.114
study -.026 .060] -.035 -.424 .672 .768 1.302
ACC_job -.065 .103 -.050] -.633 528 826 1.210
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.001 .116) .001 .008 994 .886 1.128

.298 .091 .255 3.278 .001 .866 1.155

a. Dependent Variable: il 151y 23391 & dugll Sloyl)

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = & .l

a. Dependent Variable: & yue 815 &3 & Lzl olyld)

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = &l

a. Dependent Variable: il 151y 233691 & dugll Sl

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = &l
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-.193 .120 -.140 -1.608 .110 748 1.337
-.222 .203 -.091 -1.095 275 .828 1.207|
142 229 .050 619 .537 .886 1.129
.106 212 .039 499 619 915 1.093

a. Dependent Variable: & yus 615 &3 & Ll oyl

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = &Ll

a. Dependent Variable: il 151y 23391 & dugll Sl

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = &l

a. Dependent Variable: & ywe 1815 &3 & izl olyld)

b. Selecting only cases for which dep = &l

239
2021 — GGl aad) Al Glaalal) Saiy daalyally Lowlaal) daa



