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The Poetics of Space in Chinese and Egyptian Modern literature
Mo Yan’s "The Red Sorghum" and Naguib Mahfouz’s "Palace Walk"

Abstract: any narrative works necessarily involve a specific time
and a specific space. In literary texts, space is just as important as other
textual factors, including people, events, narratives, and dialogues, and it
is the central pillar that connects different elements of the text. Space in
poetry, fiction and drama are all important text components. Chinese and
Egyptian Modern novels have undergone significant development since
the 1950s. In recent years, Sino-Egyptian fiction has inherited Chinese-
Egyptian cultural traditions and has been influenced by foreign literary
theory. The Egyptian writer Naguib Mahfouz and the Chinese writer Mo
Yan received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1988 and 2012
respectively. The one-way study of their works by the academic
community has been enduring, but about the space narrative research Mo
Yan and Naguib Mahfouz’s works pays little attention. This article
intends to study and compare the space in the works of the two authors.

Keywords: Chinese and Egyptian Modern literature Mo Yan, Naguib
Mahfouz, The Poetics of Space.
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