424

Interpersonal Linguistic Features in Newspaper Opinion
Articles

By: Mary Adel Mansour

1. Introduction

This research investigates the linguistic features of interpersonal communication in
newspaper opinion articles written by Egyptian female writers from 2011 to 2013. It
handles several points related to the interpersonal communication between the writer
and the reader like the features of evaluation for instance evaluation via the use of
pronouns and their contribution in the construction of identities which are represented
in the discourse of female newspaper opinion articles. Interpersonal meanings “are
embodied (a) in the person system, both as pronouns (person as Thing, e.g. she, you)
and as possessive determiners (person as Deictic, e.g. her, your); (b) in the attitudinal
type of Epithet” (Halliday &Matthiessen, 2004, p. 328).

At the outset, it is important to define the nature of opinion articles to
understand how national and gender identities of the writers are represented and
constructed in their articles. Alkholani (2010, p. 108) concludes that opinion articles
can be classified as a journalistic genre that is characterized of being evaluative and
involved. In other words, writers express their own opinions, beliefs, and attitudes
towards entities and propositions discussed in their articles with the purpose of
convincing and persuading the reader. In order to achieve this goal, writers use a
variety of linguistic devices to interact with their readers like the use of directives,
attitude markers, and rhetorical questions. Such linguistic devices serve the
interpersonal exchange between the writer and reader. The present research illustrates
these linguistic devices and their implications in the discourse of female newspaper
opinion articles.

1.1. Objectives

This research aims at analyzing the discourse of a number of newspaper articles which
are written by female writers. This research traces how identities are constructed and
invoked in the discourse of female opinion articles. In this research, analysis shows
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the emergence and the construction of multiple identities such as national and gender
identities from a female point of view particularly during and after 2011 January
revolution. Linguistic analysis aims at tracing the linguistic features such as
evaluation, argumentation, and representation to see the way they contributed in the
construction of national and gender identities in the written discourse of female
writings.

1.2. Data

The data for this research are opinion articles from the online versions of daily
newspapers e.g. “El Youm Elsabe¢”, “El Watan”, “El Masry El Youm”, and “El
Ahram”. The data covers the last two years period from 2011 till 2013. In this project,
the data will cover fourty articles written by the following female writers: Skina
Fouad, Fatma NaSout, Nashwa Elhoufy, and Nihad Abu Elkumsan. All the above
writers are Egyptian contemporary female writers in the most popular Egyptian daily
newspapers. These writers have been selected according to their popularity as female
writers and regularity in writing. The period from 2011 till 2013 has been chosen
because it represents a transitional revolutionary that is full of controversy,
particularly, for women.

1.3 Framework

Evaluative features will be analyzed by applying Bednarek (2006) framework of
analysis. Bednarek (2006) has developed a framework for a parameter based approach
to evaluation. According to Bednarek (2006) this framework draws on previous
research on evaluation and at the same time it depends on the actual analysis of the
data. She claims that her framework is broad and flexible as it includes “evaluations
concerning all kinds of aspects: participants, processes, circumstances, events,
actions, entities, states of affairs, situations, discourse, etc.; in short, everything that
can be evaluated” (p. 43). Bednarek divides these parameters into two major groups:
core evaluative parameters and peripheral evaluative parameters. On the one hand,
core evaluative parameters, “relate to evaluative qualities ascribed to entities,
situations or propositions that are evaluated, and involve evaluative scales with two
poles, but also potential intermediate stages between them” (Bednarek, 20006, p. 44).
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Core evaluative parameters are comprehensibility, emotivity, expectedness,
importance, possibility/necessity and reliability.

On the other hand, peripheral evaluative parameters do not have evaluative
scales, and do not indicate the same qualitative values as core evaluative parameters
do. In the current research, the analysis of data will be carried out in terms of the
evaluative parameters of emotivity, importance, necessity, and reliability introduced
by Bednarek framework (2006). Current study does not utilize all the evaluative
parameters introduced in Bednarek (2006), it rather utilizes parameters that found to
be evident in the data (e.g. necessity, importance, emotivity, reliability, and
comprehensibility).

1.4. Linguistic patterns and strategies of evaluation in female articles

The written discourse of female newspaper opinion articles is characterized by several
aspects of reformation, opposition, and resistance which can be classified into two
perspectives: feminist perspective and social perspective. These two perspectives of
discourse are represented by two groups of writers: some feminist writers (e.g., Nihad
Abu Elkumsan and Fatma Naout) and socialist writers (e.g., Skina Fouad, Nashwa
Elhofi, and Fatma Naout). The former aspects and their related features are handled
both textually and lexically to reveal the process of evaluation in the discourse of
female articles.

The following section provides the analysis of data which will be carried out
in terms of the evaluative parameters of necessity, importance, emotivity, reliability,
and comprehensibility introduced by Bednarek framework (2006).

1.5. Necessity and importance parameters

The first parameter of importance deals with what the writer evaluates as important
in terms of events or entities. Secondly, the parameter of necessity deals with what
the writer evaluates as necessary (Bednarek, 2006). The first is Skina Fouad who is
a visionary writer. In her articles she has a clear vision of what should be done to
reform and to solve problems discussed in the article. Her articles also do not focus
on one topic rather a number of related topics. The following extracts show the
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writer’s use of evaluative markers of necessity and importance to highlight the

importance of her propositions and to prescribe solutions for reformation concerning

some issues like the new government formation, 2012 constitution draft, wheat

cultivation, food security, parliament elections, Sinai and terrorism.

Examples (1-6) display different expressions and linguistic devices to

represent different degrees of necessity and importance ascribed to propositions.

)

isest o 4y sl el — ol ks Y Ll olles (,.a\j ij
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?owal wa ?sham Damanaat salamat al?ixtiaraat ?n yaDa€ ra?iis alwezaraa
yadayyhi maSa majmuu§ah min fayD ?0$Zam alxibraat allati tamtali? biha
miSr. Wa ?n yusaleh alqiydaat aljadiidah belqawaniin allati tastaSiidu
haybot addawlah wa siyaadat alganuun.

‘The first and most important guarantees for the safety of selections that the
Prime Minster join hands with a group of the greatest experiences that fills
Egypt, and to equip the new leaders with the laws which restores the
country’s status and sovereignty of the law’

In example (1), the writer makes a number of propositions using the structure

“to+verb” m= o} ?n yada$ ‘to join’, wlw ¢l ?n yusaleh ‘to equip’ which has the

meaning of obligation to introduce her views of reformation to illuminate officials

with her solutions. In the following set of examples (2) and (3), the writer presents

her topics through a variety of expressions and linguistic devices which indicate

different levels of necessity.

)

v )l Ol OF (g z Yy mesd) Sl g ai Jau Jly el Ol
A b gl ) By 3535 LDy oola)

bif?n attaliim wa arrabT baynahu wa bayna hajaat almujtama$ wa al?intaaj
yajib ?n yuDaf arraboT bayna attaGliim wa salamat wa quwat wa wehdat
annasiij alwatani lil?umah.

‘Concerning education and connecting it with the needs of community and
production, the connection between education and the safety, power, and
unity of the national fabric should be added’
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almuzarSiin yuSlenuun ?nahum ?in lam yajidu alSa?id almadi alladi yukafi?
hajma ma waSalat illayhi taklufat ziraSat alqamh falan yazraSuhu. ?asSaar
attawriid labud ?n tugaTi Cala al?qol almaSariif al?sasyah liziraSathu, wa
?n tuSlan Cala alfawr.

‘The farmers declare that if they did not find the material yield that is
equivalent to the size of the cost of wheat cultivation, they will not plant it.
Supply prices must cover the basic expenses for its cultivation and to be
declared immediately’

In example (4), the copular construction (become+ noun phrase+ adjective

modifier) evaluates the writer’s proposition as obligatory. In example (4), the copular

grammatical construction indicates the meaning of a resulting process and serves to

evaluate the writer’s proposition as obligatory.

(4)

53l 05SG Byg8ll panaly Agall izl . oY) sdg of pdg 1B s 130

Arly Rz il o bl amny . 48 ad

Fa?iza SaDara garaar yahdim ?aw yuhadid al?ibnayn- istoqraar addawlah
wa istimraar aBawrah takuunu iSadot annaZor fihi wa sahbihi wa iqafihi Cala
alfawr fariDah wajibah.

‘If a decision is taken and it threatens or destroys the stability of the country
and the continuation of the revolution, reconsidering, withdrawing, and
stopping it immediately becomes an obligation.’

In example (2), the writer makes a direct proposition to edit one of the

constitutional articles using the expression<—sz yajib ‘should” which implies necessity.

In example (3), obligation is presented through using the expression &Y labuda ‘must’.

In example (4), obligation is a result to the critical state of affairs introduced by the

writer.

In addition to necessity and obligation in the previous examples, the writer

uses adjectives’ intensifiers to highlight the importance of her propositions in

examples (5) and (6).
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Badat li almadah (155) fadidat al?hamiah wahia alxaSah bi?na ?owamir
ra?iis aljumhuryah ?w ra?iis alwizaraa afafahiyah ?w almaktubah la tuSofi
alwizaraa min almas?uliyah.

‘The article (155) seemed to me to be very important. The article which
concerns the president’s or prime minister’s verbal or written orders does not
absolve ministers from responsibility.’

() el i Y lgre JSG L alolill 03z Y 013!
al?amraan la yahtamilaan almufaDslah fakulu minhuma la yaqlu ?ohamiyah.
‘The two issues are nonnegotiable. Both of them are of equal importance.

In examples (1) and (5) the superlative form sl 2oham ‘the most important’
emphasize the importance of the writer’s proposition. In example (6), the writer
presents sequence of importance markers such as nonnegotiable, equal importance in
order to add more emphasis on the importance of her proposition.

The second is Nihad Abu Elkomsan who is a human rights lawyer and
feminist activist; her articles are of an argumentative nature. Her writings focus
mainly on exposing bias and oppression against women, besides, proposing views for
reformation. The following examples illustrate how the writer puts an emphasis on
the propositions of women’s rights through necessity and importance evaluative
markers.

In the following example, necessity is implied through copular constructions
and evaluative lexical markers such as adjectives.

) T lef T sl aslsy a2 0Lty Bagle 25536 0l L1 sy
oot Bl eV Ol (s oINS gl daglud) Li Y 2l acd 0SS
Vo Boiadl e cladll (1] 635 teasd Slipe sy sliss V) of (mas ¥ 5
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byare el LA Lenadde (3
Wa yuSabihu itxaad tadabiir qanuuniyah mulzimah bif?on mufarakt aljamii€,
waxaSatan almar?sh, ruknan ?sasiyan min ?orkaan addimuqratyah la
yagbalu almusawamah ?w al?ixlaal taht ?i mubarirat ka al?idiSaa biBaqafot
almujtama€allati la tasmah, ?w al?extifaa waraa mubarirat tanZimiyah tu?adi
ila algaDaa Sala alhuquuq badalan min tanZimaha, wahuna takuunu
mu€alajat attafawuuhaat aBaqafyah walsijtimaSyah alxaSah biba?D alfi?aat,
wafi muqgadimatiha almar?oh, ?omran Daruurrian.
‘Taking a binding legal procedures concerning the participation of the whole
society members, especially women, becomes a fundamental pillar of
democracy that is nonnegotiable nor dispensable under any justifications like
claims of the hindering culture of the community, or hiding behind regulatory
justifications that leads to the elimination of rights instead of organizing it.
Here, treating social and cultural deformities concerning some of the groups,
women on top of it, becomes necessary.’

In examples (7), the copular verb is followed by a noun phrase and adjective

modifiers such as Ll ?sasiyan ‘fundamental’ and iestudl JiY la yaqgbal

almusawmah ‘nonnegotiable’ in example (7) which imply the high importance of the

writer’s propositions. In addition the sequence of adjectives in example (7) highlights

and emphasizes the importance of the proposition.

(8)

(9)

bl Jo S e ool s iy (i ek Slis] e SR sy
aglasyl

WayuSbihu attarkiiz Sala ihdaa tagyiir haqiqi wa tahqiiq nata?ij ?ham min
attarkiiz Cala alxutab al?infa?iyah.

‘Focusing on making real change and achieving results becomes more
important than rhetorical speeches.’

)\J.a;M\wU\,&A\wu@u&;wkﬁéjg;wx@:ﬁﬁ%

slod) Bsa> U9
Wal?ham ?ola tagaGu annisaa fi fax ta?jiil matalibhuna lima baSd ma yusama
al?istigrar, fala istiqrar duna huquuq annisaa.
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And the most important of all is that women do not fall in the trap of delaying
their demands after the so-called stability, because there is no stability
without the right of women

In examples (8) and (9), the forms of comparative and superlative
adjective af 2oham ‘more important’ and Y Wal2oham ‘the most important’
emphasize the importance of actual implementation of demands concerning women’s
rights and highlight the importance of women’s awareness to claim their demands
first.

0 o 1o ¥ e ol bl LEL oy OF 4y Y (bW plad) OISy
el L) aladl o Austal of (3,80 clgun (2

Wa?yan kana anniZaam al?intxabi, labuda ?n yadYam almufarakah
assiyasiyah lilmar?h bima la yagalu $n aBuluf, sawaan alfardi ?w alqa?imah
?w anniZaam almuxtalat.

‘Whatever the electoral system is, it must support the political participation
of women including at least one third’

In addition to necessity in example (7), the writer uses the expression &Y
labud, ‘must’ in (10) to emphasize and confirm her major proposition about the
necessity of urgent legal procedures, in order to guarantee women’s participation and
existence in political life. It is worth mentioning that the copular constructions are
frequent in Fouad’s and Abu Elkumsan’s articles in presenting the evaluative
meanings of necessity and importance of their propositions as a result to the reasons
presented by the writers in the first part of their propositions. The following table
illustrates the frequency of the writers’ use of evaluative markers of necessity and
importance in their articles.

The following table illustrates the frequency of the co-occurrence of necessity
and importance evaluative markers in Fouad’s and Abu Elkumsan’s articles.

Table 1

431



432

Frequencies of the Parameters of Necessity and Importance in Fouad’s and Abu

Elkumsan’s Articles.

Importance & necessity Occurrences
J=é 0 has to 9
Y must 2
e should 7
o pai impose that 1
day ji - ym s an imposition 1
Y _aal the most important 6
el JB Y have equal importance 1
Gaaa) Al saad very important 2
Alalial) Jaing Y nonnegotiable 1
Y must 2
Ls o Tal something necessary 2
55 pall (e it is necessary 2
By pa the necessity to 2
gl Jiiy Y nonnegotiable 1
aal —aa Y the most important 3
Ll fundamental 1

In Naout’s and Elhofi’s articles the evaluative markers of necessity and
importance are absent due to the lack of the propositional dimension in their writings.
Their articles rather display the writer’s personal experiences, sentiments, reaction
and assessment of the issues under discussion in their articles. The previous analysis
of evaluative markers of necessity and importance in Fouad’s and Abu Elkumsan’s
articles reveals that necessity and importance are assigned lexically through the use
of adjectives and nouns which indicate the meanings of necessity and importance. In
addition, copular constructions in examples (4), (7), and (8) imply the importance and
the necessity of the main proposition as a result to the state of affairs presented in the
first part of the proposition.

1.6. Emotivity parameter.
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The notion of emativity is concerned with the writers’ evaluation of some aspects and
events in terms of good and bad, or positive and negative (Bednarek, 2006). In the
following section, emotivity markers are displayed according to their intensity. The
data in this study present intensity through a number of linguistic mechanisms (e.g.
sequence of nouns and adjectives with negative or positive polarity, adjectives with
high degrees of intensity, and the forms of comparative and superlative adjectives).

The following examples exhibit a variety of expressions which are related to
emotivity in Fouad’s articles. Fouad’s writings display negative more than positive
markers of emotivity. This point can be justified by the sociopolitical nature of the
period. Being a period of instability and crisis, it became a target of criticism and
negative evaluation in her writings. The writer views both the previous thirty years
period and the Brotherhoods’ period as characterized by corruption, failure,
dependency, destruction, people’s humiliation, elimination, and discrimination. The
writer is known to oppose and criticize the policies of both regimes. Throughout her
articles, Fouad uses sequent nouns and adjectives as a pattern of description which
intensifies the evaluative meaning and reveals the writer’s absolute dissatisfaction and
opposition.

Examples (11) and (12) illustrate the use of subsequent nouns and adjectives
with negative or positive polarity as the main pattern of description in Fouad’s articles.

DL oty mVly OlgzaW o Lol 35y (b (3 conil als S5 g
AR

Wa maSa dalika fahada afafab fi Zil wjuud addasatiir min al?imtihaan
wal?intihaak walsahqi ma la ma@iila lahu.

‘Even though people witnessed in the presence of constitutions an
incomparable humiliation, violation, and crushing.’

(12) ity mslans ) il Soleg tng Jlasl Ty 2 51eY) 0,8 of o f

S Jaally plazadl bl SVl Jlasly ssomg IS ag dpalialy
e sl e oW b B ) aYly o by Al cldb je2 Lawy
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b 6t Toanl Jazedly Jizedly Jalls eanlly Jyslall sludly sludll sla>

092 1l Lajas o0 rale dng 853
?orju ?n yakuuna al?ifdaad alhaqiqi bda?a bi?ofmaal wa mafruSaat
maidaniyah ..ijtmaSiyah wa insaniyah wa iqtSadiyah wa min xilaal wjuud
wa itiSaal bilbafar al?kfar ihtyajan lelihtimaam walSamal ajjaad wasaT
buhuur Zulumaat alfaqr walmaraD wal?umiyah allati yagraqu fiha
almalayiin min ?obnaa miSr.. haSaad alfasaad wal?ifsaad aTTawiil
walfamiiq walmudil walmustadal walmustagal ?oswaa isteglaal gabla
abawrah wabaSda Samain min Sumriha mazalu yantaZuruun.
‘I hope that real preparation started with works and field projects on the
social, economic, and human levels through communication with people,
who are in the dearest need to receive care. And working hard amidst the
seas of darkness of poverty, disease, and illiteracy into which millions of
Egypt’s sons are plunged in. It is the harvest of long, deep, humiliating,
humiliated, and mistreated corruption before the revolution. Two years have
passed and people are still waiting.’

In the above examples, Fouad mainly uses sequences of nouns and adjectives
to describe the situation which adds more intensity to the evaluative meaning and
emphasizes negativity and dissatisfaction concerning the issues the writer is
discussing. According to Martin and White (2005, p. 144), intensification can be
realized by assembling lists of terms which are closely related semantically. In
example (11), the writer is keen on emphasizing people’s suffering through using
sequent nouns of negative polarity where every noun adds another dimension of
people’s suffering Gawlls @Vl leie¥ al?imtihaan wal?intihaak wa assahq
‘humiliation, violation, and crushing’.

Naout as well as Fouad frequently uses sequent nouns and sequent adjectives
as a pattern of description.Naout’s articles are remarkable for representing both
feminist and socialist issues. In a number of her articles, the writer views radical sheiks
in negative terms and attacks their views of bias and discrimination against women.
In her feminist articles, Naout focuses mainly on criticizing the radical thinking that
was a remarkable sign of the Brotherhood’s period. She presents radicals and their
ideology in negative terms.

In example (13), the sequence of nouns «&¥) ;uSs AaYls & juall Gyl
bilDarb almubrih, walihanah, wa kasr al?onf, ‘hard beating, insult, and nose break (to
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humiliate) is significant as it emphasizes the negativity of the Sheik’s discourse of

violence against women. The writer in the final part of the sentence uses negation ¥

835all 5 )l salb 1a bilhiwaar walmawadah ‘not by discussion and kindness’ to highlight

the contrast between the Sheik’s demands and God’s commands to treat women with

kindness. The writer describes those radicals as thick hearted, offenders of Islam as

they present to people a deformed image about God and His commands in the

following example

(13)

(14)

o ol agsd Bl (Bl gl lslans OF sLYI e Fetdl ey 10
Pt el B o B L S by a5l L Y Y1 Sy eyl
2y

Hakada Yatlubu afaix min al?abaa ?n yu§Tu ?ozwaj banatechim misahah
liyu?odbuhun bilDarb almubrih wa kasr al?anf, la bilhiwaar walmawadah.
Wa ya miSr laki Allahu min gilaaZ aqqalb, mufawhi al?islaam.

‘That’s how the Sheik asks from parents to give their sons in law a space to
discipline their wives through hard beating, insult, and breaking their nose
(to humiliate) not by discussion and kindness. Oh Egypt, the Lord may
protect you from those thick hearted, offenders of Islam.’

3l e Gle (ol A sgd (W Lede Sy an (3 by 116 Olgs Yl
€Sy o aishly 35l

Wa al?ixwaan qaluu: Tuz fi Masr, wa lakin Srfuha lana , fahuwa helmu
Omaniin aman min attafawuf wa attaraqub wa almu?amaraat wa
almaka?id.

‘The Brotherhood said, “to hell with Egypt, but her throne is ours. It is eighty
years dream of speculation, anticipation, conspiracies, and plots.’

Examples (13) and (14) emphasize also the writer’s tendency to use

subsequent nouns with negative polarity which moves upward from negative to more

negative emphasizing the ongoing political crisis in (13) and emphasizing the

Brotherhoods’ evil intensions in (14). Every noun in (14) adds more negativity to the

Brotherhoods’ actions and evil intentions
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BSA 5 @l palsall s iy ol attafawwof wa attaraqub wa almu?amaraat,
walmaka?id ‘speculation, anticipation, conspiracies, and plots’ .

In the following examples (15) and (16), Abu Elkumsan as a feminist writer
presents some topics related to the calls for polygamy and women’s social and
political conditions in intensive negative terms through the use of certain adjectives
which generate high degree of intensity

(8 1) ol oy eotsdl el Al 313) ) 3 ST 1 s O azad,

ol gy ag

Walhaqiqah ?na hada alqaraar ya?sti fi ?iTaar ?idarat albalad biljahl afadiid
wa biTariqah ?aqrab ?illa Tarigat <«xalti illatatatahy

‘In fact, the decision comes as a part of the management of the country with
extreme ignorance and in a way that is closer to <« aunt talkative>.’

(18) o 1l 58y B0 G eyl 3 e g o ol el 1301 L

Hada alqaraar al{babi alqadim min kuhuuf ma gqabl attariix yukabid
almar?sh wal?susrah ?aDraran nafsiyah jasimah wa yuhadid al?istigraar
alSa?ali.

“This bizarre decision that comes from prehistoric caves costs women and
family great psychological damages and threatens familial stability.’

In examples (15) and (16), Abu Elkumsan emphasizes and stresses the
negativity of encouraging polygamy to overcome the problem of spinsterhood through
the use of adjectives with high degrees of intensity.In (15) 250 Jeall biljahl afadiid
‘extreme ignorance’ reflect the writer’s absolute opposition and dissatisfaction with
the calls of polygamy. During the Brotherhood’s period, one of the striking incidents
was the Development Bank initiation to give men loans with low interests in order to
marry more than one woman to overcome the problem of spinsterhood. The writer
attacks the decision makers who agreed on this initiation and ignored its negative
consequences on women and family stability. The writer emphasizes the negative
consequences of this initiation and describes the resultant damage asiw jasimah
‘great’ in (16).
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In examples (17) and (18), the forms of comparative and superlative adjective
imply intense negative evaluation to propositions and entities

A1) ay Loz T il g Sl ) sy s ) s e
sTu

Lida fanahnu bihajah illa taqyiim attajrubah wa annazar illa alfi?aat allati
bilfiSl ?2ok6ar tahmifan wahiya almar?sh.

‘So, we need to evaluate the experience and pay attention to indeed, more
marginalized groups that is women’

(18) 0V ST Comgr ¥ ke alsad a3 gl slomeld At Cimall 1l
LS'~’~'U‘ o Laldy czw & L@';\Jcb Bjjﬂ‘ ReY 3\34};-\ hjxﬂ\ iilia LﬁJ& S2b
oo oyl Ay U LY s ) B 1 ld Ol 1y wlidl

s Bagd bl Tyul,
Wa naZaran lilDaSf afadiid lilhayah alhizbiyah fi miSr, lifawamil Cidah la
mujab lizikruha alaan, faDlan ala hafafat attajrubah alhizbiyah ba¢d
aBawrah wa igraquha fi mustanqa$ alxalT bain addini wa assiyasi wa
al?ohzaab Oata almarjifiyah addiniyah, jaSala al?intixabaat albarlmaniyah
batd aBawrah min ?oswaa intixabaat fahidtha miSr
‘Taking into consideration the extreme weakness of the partisan life in Egypt
due to several factors unnecessary to mention now. In addition to, the
fragility of the democratic experience after the revolution and being dumped
in the swamp of mixing between the religious and political and parties with
religious background, all these factors made parliamentary elections after the
revolution one of the worst elections that Egypt has ever seen’

In examples (17) and (18), the writer presents women’s conditions and
parliamentary elections in negative terms. The intensity of negativity is realized
through the use of the comparative adjective Liwg jiSi2okfar tahmifan ‘more
marginalized’ in (17), and the superlative form i s« 20sw? ‘the worst’ in (18). The
writer’s description of 2011parliamentary elections as the worst reflects her complete
dissatisfaction concerning women representation in the parliament.
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ey,

fa?inaha sahamat fi SuDwiyat barlamaan tatamataS bijahlin gair masbuuq
bibadihiaat assiasah wa attafrii<.

‘It (political parties) contributed in the membership of a parliament that is
characterized by unprecedented ignorance of the principles of politics and
legislation’

In example (19), the wordéswse »& gair masbuugq ‘unprecedented’ is highly

negative since it expresses the highest intensity. It falls in the category of maximiers,
i.e. the adjectives which express the highest intensity.According to Martin and White,

on the scale of intensification, maximisers expresse the highest possible intensity
(2005, 142).

Next examples (20) and (21) clarify the use of (adjectives with negative

polarity) as a pattern of description in Elhofi’s articles

(20)

(21)

Aol S b 3 V) e udd) Eaall g les Wgl6
Faddawlah tanhaar wa min alSaba0 alhadii® Sn al?omn fi Zil hukm
albalTqjah.
‘The country is collapsing and it is honsense to speak about security in the
shadow of thugs reign’

G.@.Z;g 435}1 dej.:j\ )9 Lo /LG)/U (};«j&\ M\ dgo (6:.,\_723 L uﬁjﬁ QSJ
O bl JWIjlaly a2 SE 3 nd ool Bl oS
Oy s ob delid V) S5 Leg casie pg alaldl 5560l ) o o)
SULTRES
Wa lan ?otawagaf Sinda tagdiim jabhat aDDamiir almazSuum blagan Dida
waziir albetrool, la?nahu yantahiju nafs siyasat Sameh Fahmi fi tamkiin
afarikaat al?ojnabiyah wa ihdaar almaal alfaam, li?n alfaib Sala ra?iis
alwizarah alfafilah wa man ¢aianhu, wama tilka illa fuga€at lahwn jadiidah
yuriduuna jazbuna laha.
‘I will not stop in front of the police report presented by the Front of alleged
Conscious against Minister of Petroleum, because he adopts the same policy

of Sameh Fahmy in empowering foreign companies and wasting public
money. Mainly, it is the fault of the chief of unsuccessful ministry and the
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one who put him in charge and this is nothing but a new bubble of distraction
that they want to draw us to it

Elhofi mainly uses attributive adjectives with negative polarity in describing
agents and events. In examples (20) and (21), Elhofi explicitly attacks Morsi and his
government and describes them as failuresishlll .S~ hukm albalTajah ‘thugs reign’,
aLaldl 3,) 54 alwizarah alfafilah, ‘unsuccessful ministry’.

In addition to the use of nouns and adjective with negative polarity, the writers
use negative sentence construction to present negative emotivity. In the current study,
the analysis of data shows that negative structures are much less frequent than nouns
and adjectives with negative polarity. The following examples (22) and (23) present
the examples of negative sentence construction in female articles.

Fala taTwiir wa la tahdii6 fi manZumah mutakamilah lilziraaSah.
‘There is neither development nor modernization in an integrated system for
agriculture.’

(@3) el Yy Foys O Y oSy amlll Akl (3 cdemglly B4 s §5800
s > 5oLl asl

Fa afawrah hia alhaq “alwahiid” fi aljumlah assabiqah. Walakin la
albarlamaan Oawry, wala afa?ab intaxabhu bi?iradah hurah.

‘Revolution is the only truth in the previous sentence, but the parliament was
neither revolutionary, nor elected by people’s free will.’

In example (23), the writer uses successive negative structures to emphasize
the theme of delusion and oppression which are practiced over the people in the name
of God and religion. Negative emotivity is found to be frequent in the writings of the
four writers. Negative emotivity is achieved through a variety of linguistic means
which affect the intensity of the negative meaning such as negative nouns and
adjectives sequence, the forms of comparative and superlative, some adjectives which
imply high intensity, and attributive adjectives with negative polarity such as (e.g.
4l 4l Ak albuTulah alwahyah false heroism’). Negative emotivity is achieved also
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through the use of negative sentence construction (e.g.s_s% JWludl ¥ la albarlamaan

Oawry ‘the parliament is not revolutionary’).

Besides this variety of negative emotivity and negative structures, the writers
present the other positive side concerning some particular events and figures. The data
in this study shows that positive emotivity markers are very few in comparison with
negative emotivity markers. Fouad in (24) and (25) presents social actors in positive
terms through the use of subsequent adjectives with positive polarity in addition to the
forms of comparative and superlative adjective

@9 Ty Wl ge 35Ty 3l o Lo 0L a5 Wjlay Lodls LTy it Al

dgb gy dugag bluas!

Lagad Sifna wa amana da?iman bi?sona jaifana min ?ogwa wa ?adaq
mu?asasatina wa ?ok6aruha inDibaTan wa mihaniyah wa waTaniyah.

‘We have lived and always believed and still believe that our army is one of

our strongest and most accurate foundations. And the most disciplined,
professional, and patriotic of all.’

(25) ) Al e SN slecl) gbly ikl LoUl gl mo Sjan g

igpall o) 358 siasl (sgily Josl Lasls STLST 805 4l 255,85 (3 ]
Fahiya maSrakah mafa alwjuud alfaSel walmuhtaram walmu?0ir lilnnisaa
allati maBalna nuqTat ?irtikaaz ?sasiyah fi Bawrat 25 Yanair, wa ?onahuna
kama kuna daa?iman ?oxtar wa ?2oqwa ?oSmidat quwat addawlah
almaSriyah.
‘It is a battle with the effective, respectable, and influential presence of
women, who represented the center point in the 25™ of January revolution.
They were always the most dangerous and powerful pillars of the power of
the Egyptian state.’

Fouad views the role of opposition, the army, women, and public figures
positively using superlative form of adjectives in examples (24) and (25). The
adjective superlative form represents the highest degree of positivity in viewing both
the Egyptian army and the Egyptian women. In (24), the writer emphasizes the
collective national attitude towards Egyptian armed forces through the use of
subsequent adjectives with positive polarity. In (25) adjective sequence emphasizes
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both of the positive and effective role of Egyptian women as well in (25), Fouad
defends women for their historical role in society against the campaigns of the
Brotherhoods and religious parties.
(26) Q@j&ﬁj N 5 cu.cg\.a.]ot ol Jy\j.ja celuanny) g el S SJ.E.S\ u.o.u
byuyf)ﬁ'YT&mh&JWbJM CA.A.;jL@.AQcLS@ZJY
Binafs alquwa Xxarajat annisaa fi al?istiftaa, Tawabiir mumtadah bi?oTfalhin,
jaw barid wa muSawqiaat la tantahi, lakinaha wqafat bi¢naad wa iSraar
CaZiim Sala ?ola tufawiD Sawtiha li?ohad.
‘With the same force women went out in the referendum, standing in
extended queues carrying their babies in cold weather and unending

obstacles, but she stood with great stubbornness and insistence not to
delegate her voice to anyone.’

In example (26), Abu Elkumsan highlights the positive role of women in the political
process of elections during this period.

The previous analysis of emotivity markers in female article shows that the
four writers negatively view both of the two periods of Mubarak and the
Brotherhoods.  This view reflects their opposition and dissatisfaction which
corresponds to public opposition and social unrest. Through negative presentation of
events and the social actors during and post January revolution, the writers emphasize
the public sense of rejection and opposition to the incidents, the decisions, and the
ideologies that threaten societal stability and national security. In addition to the
above issues, the writers draw on common ideological standpoints and beliefs of the
reader in evaluating events and social actors. The major common standpoints and
beliefs the writers share with the readers are the core of the truth of Islam, the moderate
nature of the Egyptian society, and national rejection of radical thinking. Therefore,
the writers stand on common ground with the reader drawing on shared attitudes,
beliefs, and values which support interpersonal communication between the writers
and the readers.

1.7. Reliability parameter
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According to Bednarek (2006), the notion of reliability is concerned with the
evaluation of propositions as reliable in terms of the different degress of reliability
(e.g. low, median, and high), and the evaluation of the reliability of entities in terms
of genuineness (e.g. genuine and fake). The data shows only three references to
evaluation in terms of the genuineness of entities. These references are il
<lissllaSaniSaat alhaqiqgiyaat ‘the real makers’, os&ssll )53l as abwaar alhaqigiuun

‘the real revolutionaries’, and 4sss 42 mubdiSah hagigiyah‘a real artist’.

In this study, reliability is expressed in two ways: (1) the expression of
reliability in a subjective way where the writer expresses certainty using first personal
singular ‘I’ to express her confidence and certainty in terms of the content of her
propositions, (2) the expression of reliability in an objective way where certainty
markers support the logical sequence of the argument. The following examples
illustrate the linguistic devices which are used to represent reliability in Fouad’s

articles

@ ., SN Ll N IENEIRPINUSRY (- JEIFCR I Vi ol sif
| ias 3L 2l SUIs) a5 OF Wb aJLe LU 00l mds 35511

?00iq bi?ona ?ojialan min alxibraat tatawala, waladaiyha almaziid min
alSilm walxibraat.. la yumkin baS¥da Oawrah dafafa almiSiruun ?6manan
galiyah laha ?n taZal albawabaat muglagah, wal?inqaad mustahilan.

‘I’'m sure that there are generations of experiences are coming and having
more knowledge and experience.lt is impossible that doors remain closed
and rescue becomes impossible’

L 2| SISl e latialy pli] Ol)lgag ,asbgll 8301 Al

miraaf Oaqiil lan nataxalaS minhu illa bibazuug ?sjiial wa qiyadaat
tajtami{ laha maQa alxibraat alSilmiyah al?iradah alwaTaniyah wa
maharaat ?ihtram wa ?istimaar jamii{ alkafaat almuhiTah biha.

‘A heavy inheritance that we will not get rid of it except for the rise of
generations and leaders who have in addition to scientific expertise, the
patriotic will and skills of respecting and investing all the surrounding
efficiencies’
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(29) L lolgs Cabgons 3,580 o Aslall Jo0 plal) Joolis OVsly 355 O

5 80L Angiin M)y iispe Vgkd Slelenly L3S e gl
inna tawbiiq wa ?i¢laan tafaSiil al?aam al?owal liljamaSah maSa aBawrah
sayuwqif muwaSalat ma yuTlequun min ?okadiib wa ?idifa?aat libuTulaat
muzaiyafah, wa lifilagah mafbuhah bilfawrah.

‘The documentation and the declaration of the details of the first year of the
Brotherhood with the revolution will stop their lies and false allegations of
fake heroism and suspicious relationship with revolution.’

In previous examples, Fouad uses different structures to express reliability.
The way that the writer expresses reliability is highly subjective based on the writer’s
personal evaluation. We can find expressions such as & ?00iq ‘I am sure that” in (27)
to assert her propositions. The sense of authority and exclusiviness is raised by
exceptive sentences in (28) where the writer views her propositions as the only
solution to the problem. In (29), certainty is achieved with a statement modified by
‘inna’ which emphasize the content of the sentence that the real battle is against
women themselves not the UN women rights document. All reliability expressions in
the above examples are of a high value, which reflects the writer’s certainty and full
conviction of the truth value of the proposition. The table below illustrates different

reliability markers and their frequencies in Fouad’s articles.
Table 2

Reliability Parameter in Fouad’s Articles.

Reliability Marker Occurrences

G | am sure 4

S | assure that 1

Kall (e Certainly 1

o will not 3

P Will 2
statements 6

Y exceptive sentences 5

443



444

Elhofi, as well as Fouad, expresses certainty subjectively in her articles.
Examples (30) and (31) present certainty markers in Elhofi’s articles. In the following
examples certainty is expressed through different linguistic devices such as certainty
markers like ‘certainly’ and ‘of course’, and through negation, and statements. In
example (30), Elhofi, as well as Fouad, expresses reliability in a subjective way where
the writer is the agent who evaluates the proposition as reliable. In (31), she confirms
her proposition for the importance of Tahrir square for two times through certainty
markers in the first part of the sentence xSt belt?okiid ‘certainly’ and <& bila
Jak ‘no doubt’ in the final part

(30) MTU.AL:T Ll ngj\é_c‘); cq&}ﬂww‘}é J%‘Cﬂw&i Jsfji
42 ylrs
?ou?akid ?nnani lastu maSa aljiniraal wala min bain mu?aydihi, bal Cala
alSaks tamaman, ?na min ?afd mu€ariDihi.

‘I assure that 1 am neither with the general nor of his supporters. On the
contrary, | am one of his strongest opponents.’

B 5 slis s o (3 gtanl )l Lmlyys Bsds (3 UST e asTY
NO NS RO, ..jgjxﬂ\

bilta?kiid ?o0Sbaha yuzakirna fi gadwina wa rawahina bi?orwaah ?istfahdat
fi sabiil manhna maSnahu fi atahriir.. la fak fi dalik.

‘Certainly, the square became a reminder to us of martyrs for the sake of a
perpouse we gave it a meaning in Al Tahrir. no doubt about that’

In example (30), the writer justifies her situation through confirming her
opposition to the presidential candidate Ahamad Shafik in 2012. The writer’s
confirmation of her opposition to Shafik is significant in supporting solidarity and
identification with the readers since Shafik is considered one of the figure of
Mubarak’s regime who is rejected by the masses of Egyptians after 2011 January
revolution. Thus, the writer is keen on confirming her opposition to Shafik in
accordance with the public opposition to Mubarak’s regime and his figures. In (31),
the writer once again emphasizes her agreement with the public masses about the
importance of Tahrir square. In (31), the writer uses the certainty marker to emphasize
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the importance of Tahrir square as a symbol of revolution. Both examples in (30) and
(31) refelect solidarity and identification with the readers as apart of the interpersonal
communication process.

In addition to emphasizing and confirming the writer’s propositions, certainty
markers in (30) and (31) imply solidarity as the writer confirms her approval with the
public attitude

(32) mlald) (S [ (3 o o gl all a5 Wslls
Faddawlah tanhaar wa min alSaba0 alhadii® San al?omn fi Zil hukm
albaltajah.

‘The country is collapsing, and it is nonsense to speak about security in the
shadow of thugs reign.’

(33) o) s el x5 my e ) 3 ol 5,

?ihmu siyadatuha allati lan naSmutu wahiya tataraja$ 2amaam tilka alxaibah.
‘Protect its sovereignty that we will not remain silent while retreating.’

In example (32), certainty is achieved through the declarative sentence which
expresses the writer’s conviction that Egypt as a country is falling apart. In example
(33), the writer addresses her readers and incites them to protect Egypt’s sovereignty
against the regimes’ policies. In (33), the writer uses the certainty marker ¢! lan “will
not” to confirm in plural voice that she along with Egyptians will not remain silent
while the sovereignty of Egypt is retreating. Example (33) reflects solidarity as the
writer unifies herself with the Egyptians as a whole using the first person plural.
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446

Reliability Parameter in Elhofi Articles.

Reliability Marker Occurrences

sy Certainly 1

Ay no doubt 1

o will not 1

bl of course 1

el obviously 1

Sy | assure that 2
Statements 1

In example (34), the reliability marker supports the logical sequence of the

argument. Naout tries to convince the reader with her argument using common sense.

The write confirms her propositions through certainty markers.

(34)

(35)

IS ok Cse o by i Bl ol o Bl s sida 5 O el
OF dmengy 05 (ST (fignd Fis 2llas OF Lo Ol 5 dyledny o 4
legp Sl Y B Lagls gy 2eslill 80l (3 (B0 day 10 higw (sl

?i¥lam ?na man yaftari Sawtak bizujajat zayt ?w bimi?at junaih wa kilo lahm,

sawfa yahrSu kul alhirSi, baSdam yadxulu albarlamaan Sala ?n taZal faqirran

mu§wazan, likai yakun biwis{ihi ?n yaftari Sawtak marah ba%da marah, fi
addawrah algadimah wa allati tatluuha, badihah la fak fiha.

‘Know that the one who buys your voice with a bottle of oil, or one hundred

pounds and kilo of meat will do his best after entering the parliament to keep

you as you are, a poor in need, so that he can buy your voice again and again,
in the coming tournament and the next. Intuitionally, with no doubt.’

Osball Osmed Il Lgb B9 V) s iy V1S iy S Jased « By gb

ey 18elsl ol S T s
Fahal “yuqatil” faxS lekai yafgaa?! La yafa?lu hada ?illa nabai. Fahal
almurafahuun almuqatiluun min ?5jl alkarasi ?nbiaa?! Rubama.
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‘Does anyone fight to suffer?! No one can do that but a prophet. So, are the
candidates who fight for the chairs prophets?! Maybe.’

Contextually, W rubama ‘maybe’ in example (35) is ironically used to negate the
writer’s question. In (34), W, rubama ‘maybe’ does not imply low reliability, it rather
confirms the implicit message that the candidates are not prophets and that they fight
for parliamentary positions for their own interests.

In the previous examples, the writer holds a dialogue with the readers and
provides the reasons to convince them with her main claim. The interactive nature of
the previous propositions implies persuasion, communication, and solidarity.

(B6) el Yy Foysh O Y (oS amlal Akl (3 chomglly B4 s §5800
oeekaliall oy ¥ L Sl cpd) ) il L 3, 83l ass)

& 90
Falawrah hiya alhaq “alwahiid” fi aljumlah alsabiqah. Walakin la
albarlamaan Oawri, wala afa?ab intaxabhu bi?iradah hurah, bal biltarhiib
bikart addiin wa biltakfiir liman la yu€Ti lilmuta?slimiin Sawtahu.
“The revolution is the only truth in the previous sentence, but the parliament
wasn’t revolutionary, and the people didn’t vote with free will rather with
intimidation in the name of religion and to the one who doesn’t vote for those
who pretend to be Muslims’

In example (36), certainty is achieved through declarative sentences in the first part
of the clause and negation in the second part. Declarative sentences in addition to
negation add more emphasis and confirmation to the writer’s claims against the
regime.

Table 4

Reliability in Naout’s Articles.

Reliability Marker Occurrences
8 g Will 5
il e Eventually 1
b ela Y no doubt about it 1
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we become certain 1
Statements 2
may be 1

In Examples (37-39), Abu Elkumsan presents reliability in her articles in

various ways. In (37) and (38), certainty markers do not reflect the writer’s personal

evaluation, they rather support the logical sequence of the argument. Some other

certainty markers in examples (39) and (40) support the writer’s subjective evaluation

of her prepositions as reliable. Context is the major factor which determines whether

reliability is expressed objectively or subjectively

(37)

(38)

(39)

2635 T Oy Aslyilly Ly ol ol J) L 505
mima yu?adi hatman ?illa baqaa annuzum wa abaqafaat walgawaSid biduun
25i tagyiir.

‘This leads, eventually, to the remaining of systems, cultures, and rules
without any change.’

2ty edsim ead J ) e clld) cos dele Sl aelgs O] Ly
Bal inna gawaSid almiraa® Samatn qaddamt annisaa Sala arijaal litaDman
huquughuna wa tuhaSinhuna min Baqafat aljahiliyah.

‘Moreover, the rules of inheritance, in general, gave women priority over
men to guarantee their rights and protect them from prehistoric culture.’

5ol 39 Lot Slpll dslei Mgz 314 do Alanal) 3l ods oS aiad) (3

Blalhl ey il 5o gl e jogeaill s
Wa fi alhaqigah taSkis hadihi almaSarkah almuftafalah Didda almar?oh
jahlan bigwaSid almiraad nafsuha wa qira?oh mujtaza?oh lilnuSuuS min
manZuur Daiyq muta?0iran biSadaat aljahiliyah.
‘In fact, this made up battle against woman reflects ignorance of the rules of
inheritance itself and partial reading to holy text from a narrow perspective
affected by prehistoric customs.’
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(40) o Gz oy Loy U gdllae b 3 3 5Ll i YT (2

sledl Boa> 095 2l
wal?sham ?ola taqaSu annisaa fi fax to?jiil maTalibuhuna lima baSd ma
yusama al?istiqraar, fala ?istiqgraar duna huquuq annisaa.

‘And the most important of all is that women do not fall in the trap of
delaying their demands after the so-called stability, because there is no
stability without the rights of women’.

In example (40), the writer uses negative sentence structure and conditional
clauses to express certainty in a subjective way. All certainty markers are of a high
value and express high reliability indicating the writer’s conviction of the truth
inherited in the propositions. In (38), the writer presents her proposition about women
and inheritance rules in the form of a statement expressing her commitment to the
truth of her proposition based on the inheritance legislative rules.

Table 5

Reliability Parameter in Abu Elkumsan’s Articles.

Reliability marker Occurrences

sty certainly 2

b surely 1

Laa definitely 1

g will 1

o will not 2

dagal) b in fact 3
statements 1

s Mosu Y conditional clauses 2

The analysis of data shows that the writers avoid hedging and adopt a
confident representation of issues and arguments in their articles. Besides, all
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reliability references in the data are of a high value which reflect the writers’
confidence in the truth of their propositions.

1.8. Comprehensibility Parameter

According to Bednarek (2006), comprehensibility parameter is concerned with the
evaluation of language that is used by social actors and the evaluation of entities or
some aspects of situations as comprehensible or as mysterious, unknown or
inexplicable (p. 69). In the current study, the analysis of data shows only evaluative
markers of incomprehensibility. The evaluative markers of incomprehensibility are
very frequent in Fouad’s and Elhofi’s article. The analysis of data shows only one
reference to evaluative markers of incomprehensibility in Naout’s articles and no

reference in Abu Elkumsan’s articles.

In next examples (41) and (42), the evaluative markers of incomprehensibility
evaluate events or some aspects of situations as inexplicable to the writers.

(1) el s o o e Jasy T s las) 0SYL s el Yy
Bl pld die LSSy bk 4l delial Lo o oy 3p5Y)
Wa la ?a€rif hal bil?imkaan intiZaar tahdidaat ?k0ar wa ?xtar mima
tuQiriDa lahu xilaal assnawaat al?oxirah wa xaSatan hajma ma taSaSada
?illaihi alxaTar wa takafaf mundu giaam aBawrah.
I do not know if it is possible to wait more threats and more dangerous thearts

that what have been confronted during the last few years, especially, the
increase of the level of danger revealed after the revolution.

(2) 20y 5o 8 gt ¥ ok e OF g 21 633 3 2yl o801 S
O 9050 o it e nnlly pBY1 mpai 3y il 2Y1 e Ol
P Gaslio (3 6gpk L leluizaVly SLa¥l & Ll 9358

Wa lakin al?omr gair almafhuum fi bilaadana almahrusah ?n yusmahu liman
la yujiduuna algira?sh walkitaabah wa yufanuun min al?umiyah attamah,
wallati tugadrihum al?rqaam wannisab bima yaqrubu min 50./., ?n yaqudu
Pumatana fi al?intixabaat wal?istiftaat bima yugarrirunhu fi Sanadiiq
al?igtiras.

But the thing that cannot be understood in our precious country is that to
allow those who can not read and write and suffer from absolute illiteracy,
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who are evaluated nearly to be 50 percent to lead our nation in electons and
refrrendums through their decision in voting boxes.

In the above examples (41) and (42), the evaluative markers of
incomprehensibility suchas &l ¥ la 2fhom ‘I do not understand’, and <s_=1¥ la 2Sref
‘I do not know’ imply that there is no rational reason or explanation that can be
provided to justify actions or state of affairs referred to in the examples. The following
table shows the distribution of evaluative markers of incomprehensibility in the data.

Table 6

The distribution of incomprehensibility Parameter in the data

Writer Incomprehensibility Marker Occurrences
Fouad I do not Know 6
I do not understand 1
Elhofi | wonder 5
Inexplicable 1
Naout | do not understand 2

1.9. Evaluation via pronouns

In addition to the evaluative markers analyzed above pronouns, specifically, the first
person singular incorporates with features of evaluation in revealing subjectivity in
the data. The data shows that the writers frequently use the first person singular to
refer to themselves, in order to explicitly express their opinions, points of view, beliefs
and aspirations. The following examples illustrate the writer’s use of the first person
plural in their articles

(43) Sb il = @l 10Kn - o 3~ T e o

Lastu maSa alaaraa — fi naZari — hajada ?ora - ?u?imin bi?na
| disagree with the views- according to my point of view- that’s how I see -
| believe that

451



452

44 ¢ £ . f £
(44) (7) s =(2) ol ¥ —izel =(3) U sty —f, 8
Fafi ra?yii- yabu lee (3) - ?o€taqid- la ?0Zunu (2)- ?arju (7)
In my opinion- it seems to me (3)- | think- I don’t think (2)- | hope (7)- |
don’t know (6)- | have no knowledge.

The analysis of data shows that Abu Elkumsan is remarkable for referring to
herself in a limited way in comparison to the other writers. The writer mainly refers
to herself few times when she expresses her feelings and in addressing the reader. Her
writings are mainly objective focusing on the article’s argument.

1.10. Conclusion

The analyses of data have shown that female writers maintain interaction and
relationship with the reader through evaluation. Evaluation sustains solidarity and
interpersonal communication in female articles because it is based on shared values,
attitudes, beliefs, and opinions of the people or the readers. Entities, propositions, and
state of affairs are evaluated in a way that echoes the public attitude. ldeologically,
evaluation serves to position female writers as opponents of Mubarak’s and the
Brotherhoods’ regimes, and as feminist supporters in evaluating issues related to
women rights and liberities. The focus of evaluation differs in terms of the writer’s
discourse perspective. On the one hand, the focus of the socialist writers’ (e.g. Fouad,
Elhofi, and Naout) evaluation is entities and events which are mainly related to social
and political state of affairs. On the other hand, the focus of the feminist writers’ (e.g.
Abu Elkumsan and Naout) evaluation is anti-women social actors and discourses of
violence and discrimination against women. Both prespectives of evaluation sustains
the construction of socialist writers’ national identity and the construction of feminist
writers’ gender identity. It is noteworthy that topic of discussion is an element in the
construction of identities in female discourse. As mentioned above, Naout’s articles
present both socio-political issues and feminist issues. It becomes evident that
different discourse perpectives in Naout’s articles affect the construction of her gender
and national identities.
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