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THE FIFTH ATTITUDE IN CHARACTERIZATION
AN APPLLED STUDY ON DRAMATIC CHARACTERS

As well as each kind of ans has jts own elemenss, the art ot characierization has its
own elements too, In this study we are going to talk about the fifth element, which gives
us the chance 10 talk about the first, second, third and fourth elements, and taking in

consideration the main clifferences between them .

We all know that there are four atdtudes to characterize, the first is by believing by
the voice and emotions, as Stanslavs ky's anirude, where the actor iy to believe in a way

in whict he actor lives it inside him, then try to bring it alive,

The second, is by characterizing from the outside withuot with out living the
character, by borrowiag the character's voice, emotio ns and body features, i. ¢, to
rebuild these elements due the aimed character in a way that makes the audience

recognises that the ac tor is charcterizing this character, whthis attitude runs on Brech s,

The third is P randella's attitude which is formed from both a titudes, 1, €. living
the character and characterizing it, whichn eeds a highly wained and qualified actor. we
have also Saadal lah wannous and Mahmoud Deiab build the characters on the same at

tiude .
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The difference between charactarization and emitation is that charactarization is the
prerformance emitationof a mood or character, emotion or a say which belongsto this
ﬁcrfornw.ncc or lo any other in a past period to insure and to give new meanings. Thix
attitude belongs to the classical school . on the contrary, in the epic theatre,
characterization aims 1o create a case 10 crilisize what is reperformed .

Borrowing of a mood or character or case or say with no need to embody it .

The fourth attitede in acung is the nevtral performing, through which the actor can
prepare the audience (o get in contact with what is performed or what will be performed,
imagine anotherd ramatic case retatedibo what is performed ¢. g. the character of
"Alghawi" in "layali elhisaad” by Mohamed Diaab .

The fifth atitude which I propose here is built on the naryre of man kind in the
reception mood. For man prefers the mental at tinde in what is recepted, He slso likes 10
add his awn opinion to somebodies else work, This human desire has different effects
that differs from one society 10 another, and from one person 1o another, which is
because of the differences in culturai levels,

The audience reception activities towards what is performed is the reason to talk
about the fifth attitude, because reception da esn'tmean acceptance or agreement of what
is performed. For the actor may convince some or all or aon of the audience through
one acene to another due to the mood and cultural levels of the audience.

Sothe actor must consider the audience imagination of what is going on, and their
expectations of what may happen after i.e. the actor must not complete his
characterization, and gives the audience ca chance (o imagine the rest of ithe characters

traides due to his own experience.
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This attitude is-the man's thought and cxperience in evcrﬁhing which is built on

- cxpocutioﬁ. Lets cxbla.in this rend, if we look at two lines forming-an angle and let our
expectation works, we will immagine a iiangle, i.e. we act towards immagining the
missed line, and this attitude is aplied to any other known shape. and this trend is applied
10 everyday life experience,

This attitude may seem to be a teaching method, because of its aim of activating
concious, and it is in the stage of training, but, I also suggest that it is to be E_I.pp.lied in
performing. And the playwrite everywhere writes his play always missing somthing i.e.
he writes the dialogue which the characters have 1o say to explain lh!.:iul' acts, emotions,
motives, and everything, and due to a special attitude of the writer himself. For this he
alwyas miss words, and immagine that the characters had said them, though of, or even
try to do, but some circomestances, social or moody, don't give the chance to this
missed sentence to appear, e.g. the open end of "A DOLL's HOUSE" by "Henric
Epsin",

So we can conclude that the missed sentence or action or end must be considered

-in characterization as an additional attitude 1o the clssical ones, and that it must be
applied in both training and performing stages to give both the audience and the actor a

chance 1o dikit, zod immagine through his own experience without anyother influences.

Dr. ABU-Ei-HASAN SALLAM

TEACHER IN THE DEPARTMENT

OF DRAMA, FACULTY OF ARTS
ALEXANDRIA UNIVERSITY
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