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Introduction

In the summer of [927, the lklnwan, the fanatical farmer-warriors
who Ibn Saud had planted in towns throughout the Nejd regien, were
aroused to anger by what they considered to be unjust restrictions of
their territory and they began attacking lragi border settlements.

To deal with this crisis the king calied for a conference at Riyadh to
meet with representatives of all his tribes. Leaders and wise men came
from the Hejaz, Asir, Nejd, and Hash regions, but the refigious leaders of
the fkhwan did not shew up. The Riyadh conference showed the King at
his best. He led the meeting as a King, but he made sure that his rulings
were discussed and voled upon. He.cven asked for a decision on himself,
saying " want you also to consider whether 1 am fit for ruling you.”
(Beling 1980).

At this conference an mlcrcslmg incident occurred ‘which was to
have considerable bearing on the modemization of Saudi Arabia. One of
the clsrges brought against the King was that he had set up wireless
stations and commumnicated ﬁuonghithem an act that was not specifically
spproved by the prophet.

Aﬁerttwopposmonhedbepn heard, the King got down from his
throne and pleaded in his own defense. He pointed out that there was
nothing in the Koran or the words of the Prophet against the use of
wireless. And he ended by having a section of the Koran recited over the
radio. Can anything that transmits the words of God be bad ?, he
asked.(Beling 1980).

The Wkama {or the council of religious elders) agreed that he was
right and thus sanctioned the King's.use of the radio, an essential weapon
if be  Was 1o pacify the scattered and rebellious tribesmen of the Ikhwan
setdnmms It was a first step in gammg approval for a program which
was to extend to automobiles, clectnc lights, diesel pumps, railroads and
airplanes.

The. relationship between thc King and the religious leaders was one
of the mutual suppert and dependence. They helped to shape the nature of _
the state which emerged and they were used by the King in the promiotion
of his political objcctives. The Ulama provided the Kingdom with
something akin to a state philosophy which played a crucial role in the
centratization. They promoted the expansion of religious education
inchading a common value system in the rising gencration of new state.
The Uilama werc invelved in the divect administration of religious
education 1o regulate public conduct through the committee for
cncouraging virtue and preventing vice. The Ulama's role in decision-
making and in the implementation of policy can perhaps best be
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appreciated with respect to the management of the lkhwan movement,
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groups may provide a sense of belonging. In the functional view it scems
that religious belicfs, practices, and symbols contribute to the survival of
the individual and society. Durkheim (1947) noted that religion serves
societal functions by bringing its members 1o and providing 2 common
clement around which group. solidarity may form. According 1o adchiffe-
Brown, (1939) the function of most social patterns is traceable not to
individual needs, but to needs or requircments of the society as a whole.
He adds that religious functions, generally, are not to resolve anxiety but to

_create, Toster, or heighten it. In general, refigion has two main functions;
social solidarity and adjustment to the physical and psycho-social
environment. Moreowver, because religion mobilizes people's emotions and
sentiments about truly fundamental questions; it has great potential as both
a tool for oppression and a volatile force for conflict and change.

Civil religion is one of the area in which new thinking has been
generated about the relations between religion and the State (Bellah 1980).
Thus civil -reigion performs adual function for the society; it fcgitimates
the social order, evoking commitment and consensus; and it permits

- specific social policies to be criticized in light of transcendent ideals.
- Smelser (1988) painted out that civil religio allows religious values to
~ influnce the state, on the one hand, and gives the state a means of
influencing religion, on the other.
The religion of Islam is a continuation of the other two major
r:ligions, Christianity and Judaism. However, Islam has succeeded in
balancing the material and spiritual needs. Kotb (1953) points out that the
nature of Islamic belief about human life makes it essential for social
justice to take into account both material and human factors. slam does
not divide the individual into body and soul, into differing intciectual and
spiritual sides. In Islamic socictics, there is intense conflict between N
conservative rehigious leaders and those who favor the more sucular values
of western civilization.
In many third world countries nehgnon has become intimately
‘associated with nationalistic sentiments and activitics. With political
* independence already a fact in many of thesc societies, 2 major purpose of
the politico-religious parties has been all but eliminated { Johnstone 1988),
Furthermore, as Smith (1971) pointed out that third world societies began
to question the view of govemments as being ordained by the God, and of
governmental leaders as Gods or direct agents of God. Thesc societies,
including the Saudi society, bave not become as secularized as most
societies of the west, though this process scems to be an the nse.
Sccularization starts usually accompanied by a great deal of political
conflict, which only calls attention to the major and ofien comroversnai
place of religion in human societies.
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3 - Changing in the Socicth! Culture

- Anthropologist agree that cuitures and their institutions change
continuously (Malefijt, ]968) Transformations, influenced by internal and
external factors, may procepd so rapidly or may be so gradual that they are
barely noticeable from one generation to another. Internal factors affecting
the rate of changg include receptivity to new ideas, the amount of freedom
of inquiry and of competition, the degree of cultural elaboration, the
-populatlon size and density, and the degree of harmony between cultural
and social values. The most important external factor affecting cultural
changes is the degree of contact with other groups. Therefore, changes
from within thé rehglous institutions are asually slower due to lesser
interactions with outside cultures. “Fn getieral, religious changes take place
by the addition of new elements, discarding of old:ones, or medifscation of
existing ones. New elements may origimate within the culture itself, but
they are most frequentty borrowed from others. In the process of cultural

- diffusion, the adoption of cultural clements of one society by the ather

C dqpcndstosmncextentmt}wamnessofmemmmdmhoﬂmr
cultisral patterns, inclading religion. The degree of acceptance of new
culiural elemefts will largely depend upon their compatibility with existing
ones, especially therehg:qn (Al-Zalwam 1986)

_4 - Religion in Use

Since some common human desires are so far beyond reach, religion
will always be needed as a human organization to provide gencral
commentator based on supernatural assumptions. Religion provides a

" . sense of security for the individual while interacting with new situations.

Some believe that to gain a degree of societal unity and to establish a
positive perception of trarisformations that have produced the modem
society, religion must provide new interpretation to accommaolate
comporents of the modemized society, which otherwise may be in conflict
with religious values. The new interpretation of Isiam was used by the
Saudi rulers to eliminate the public fear of conflicts between religion and
modernization. The transformation process was accompanied by a formal
application of Islamic laws and maimaining the sociai values of the socicty
during its modernization. 'For instance, King Fisal, used Islam-as an
instrument to manage the modemization process when he said, "Our
religion requires us to pragress and advance and to bear the burden of the
highest tradition and best. manners. What is called progressively in the
world today and what reformers are calling for, be it social, human, or




50

economic progress, is all cmbodled ;g,;h; Islamic rel I-
Farsy, 1980:58). Wm "ﬂmﬂsé q\

?ﬁﬂ‘ O

. .!thc_mﬂ‘ﬁdﬁdﬁﬁi'&ihwm v gmahgiople




51

laws, such as taxation, were unlawful and contrary to the Sharia (Sharabi,
1970).

Among Wahhbin groups joining will some secular people and
governinent thinks that the traditional or classical or classical islamic
concept of law and its role in society that constitution a must {ormidable
obstacle to progress. Western jurisprudence has provided a number of
different answers to questions about the nature of law, finding its source
variously in the orders of a political superior, in the breasts of the
judiciary, in the silent, anonymous forces of evolving society. For Islam,
this question admits of only one answer, which the religious faith itself
supplies. Low is the command of Allah "God" and the acknowiedged
function of Muslim jurisprudence is to discover the terms command.

Thus religious law was to flpat above Saudi society as a disembodied soul,
representing the gspire. (Caulson 1965) Arguc that the Islamic theory law
does not grow out of or develop along with evolving society,

therefore, there is a clash between the dictates of the rigid and static
religious law and any impetys for change or progress that a society need.
To avoid the domination of the religious institution in the government,
created the council of minisers to prescribing the rules and procedures of
adminisirative and legisiative action, and in establishing the framework for ™
future legislative. development. However, the King still possessed final .
autharity in all axecutive and legislative  matters. "The functions of the
council were to draw up the policy of the government, intemal, external,
financial and economic, educational and defense, and all public ‘affairs,

and t0.supervise its exeoution, legisiative authority and executive authority -
and administrative authority, International treaties and agreements shall

not be regarded as effective, except after its approval by the King
(Sharabi, 1970 232-233).

6 - Religion and the Educational System

The separation of education and religion was a slow process up to
. the development plans, the religious powers managed to subdue all

attempts to secularize the curriculum. The idea that the government should .
control the educational system began with the modem trend to
modernize all societal aspects. Berger (1982) points out that because
moderation and secularist have gone hand-in-hand in recent history and in |
the contemporary world, it is important to understand that not only was it
not always so, but that modermzation itself has religious roots.
Educational facilities that still exist today in the various regions of Saud
Arabia from the era pre-World War I accurately reflect the status of the
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The educational policics stated by the Ulama reflect the
government's desire 1o develop matcrially and yet retain Wahhabi
fundamentalism along with engincering and computer science. But the
reality of the situation points to an erosion of religious education and the
increase in the number of secular schools. The political implications of the
increase of secular-cducated Saudis have two main impacts. First, this

 group's desire-for greater political participation will exert pressure en
the political system to achieve some social refomations. Second, the
growing popwlation of secular-educated Saudis  means an emerging
"World view" at variance with that of the elders and the Ulama,
Consequently, their role in government and society will heighten tension
and conflict between them and the traditionalists.

7- Religion and Medern Regulations

In theory, only policy deriving from the Sharia, as determined by
the King in consultation with the Ulama, could be considered legislative.
But for practical purposes there has been an increasing volume of
administrative decrees dealing with the expanding needs of a rapidly
" iodernizing state. Fiscal regulation, economic planning, develapmental
plans, and the Hke have been provided in the form of adminis trative
decrees. Saudi Arabia, since Abdelaziz, has been responsive to the need
to adapt and change to the exigencies of the modern world. However,
changes have not been at the expense of the government's own politica!
authority. In the carly ¥960's the idea of the need for a written constitution
was advocated. The King knew that a written constitution would eliminate

the royal family role of ruling the country, and that a written constitution
" may encourage the secular educated and the military to take over the
government. Therefore, the King tried to defend himself and used the
religious leaders to support his policy. In a speech in Makkah in 1963,
King Faysal obliquely attacked the principle of a man-made constitution.
What does a man aspire 167 He wants "good.” It is there, in the Islamic
. Sharia. He wants security. It is also there. Man wants freedom. It is
there. He wants remedy.’ It is there. He wants propagation of science. It
is there. Everything is there, insenibed in the Islamic Sharia (Gaury: 1966,
p. 167) Since a written constitution would have imposed legisiative
restrictions on the ruler, the plea to live by and uphold the Shana as a total
way of lifc was also an oblique ideological defense of the authority of the
ruler. The Ulama servedias a constant backup for the government policy.
In general, the King tried to regulate social, political, and economic
development within the framework of the Sharia.
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er the ever increasing complexitics of employec relations resulting from
the industrial expansion was rccognized by the government. These
regulations were adopted from modern countries and were redesigned in

1969 with new changes and additionai regulations such as the social
insurance.

d. Judicial regulations

The judicial regulations were promulgated in July, 1975, 1t set the
tone that inorder for the judiciary to be effective, it should be completely
mdependent and non-political. These regulations provide that the Sharia
courts shall consist of: o

A. The Supreme Judicial Council
B. The Appellate Court
C. General courts '
D. Summary courts.
~ The Supreme Judicial Council is composed of eleven members and in
addition to looking into Sharia «uestions submitted to it by the King and .
the Ministef of Justice, it reviews death and other severe punishment |
sentenices handed down by the lower courts. The Appellate Court is
headed by a chief judge who sits with either three or five judges, :
depending upon the seribusness of the case before it. This court reviews <.
crimmiivial cases, family law, and inheritance cases appealeditoit fromthe
~ lower courts. The genetal courts will normally consist of one judge, -
except in cases involving death or severe punishsnent which calls foz 2
dexision rendered by thiee judges. The summary court issues decisions by
a single judge. The qualifications regarding character, education and -
training that-a candidate for a judgeship must meet are spelled out.
. Appointment and prometion in the judiciaty is by royal order passed by
the decision of the Supreme Judicial Council. -

9 - Religion and the Rise of the Middie Class

The growth of the oil industry in Saudi Arabia stimulated social and.
economic development which occurred within the framework of traditional
values and institutions. The expansion of tertiary education in Saudi
universities or abroad led 1o the growth of graduates in such fields as
sciences, technology, medicine, Jaw and social sciences. These university
educated individuals contributed (o the growth of a middie class.

_Members of this class were quickly absorbed into the country's économic,
"leniflical and soctal spheres. With the oil revenues, Saudi government
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is now threatencd by social changes created by modern economic and
technological advances,

The development of the burcaucracy has greatly affected the Saudi
political process by channeling the exercise of political power into a
relatively organized system of iadministration based on establi<hed.
procedures and regulations. Of course, there is a gap between how the
system appears on an organizational chart and how it actually operates. In
practice, govermment administration is still highly centralized with littlc or
on delegation of authority by the ministers and agency heads beyond
a few trusted agents.

11 - The Basic Strategic Principle of the Develpoment Plans

Ministry of Planning declared the main objectives of the development
plms:ssnnplytobemﬁtst}w Saudi society. . it, therefore, becomes

1. To create in Saudi citizens an awareness of the objectives and

requirements of development and the handling of the tools of development.
- A Information through the public media using religion to promote the
- -social vakess ‘of work as an important and respectable activity in
* order to ehange attitudes towards certain occupations which at
present are not acceptable to some people.

B “The dissemindtion of Culture by encouraging literary aulhorshlp

- and the spread of public tibraries; as well as by establishing
~museums and the preservation of historical and archaeological sites
- C. The establisiment of ia National library with a collection of books

“and manuscripts which would include every Saadi author, '

2. To increase the attention given to the handicapped and to introduce
national programs for their rehabilitation and welfare.

3. To provide more care for all children in ali fields, and at ali levels.

4. To reduce compulsory thilitary scrvice.

5. To introduce some basxc military subjects into secondary school
‘curricula, ! _

6. To expand antl-:lleteracy and adult education programs.

7. To give more attention to local community programs based upon the
effective participation of citizens in the planning and implementing
of tocal projects.

8. To give attention to preventive medicine and health education;
increasing the effcctiveness of preventive and curative institutions
in safeguarding the citizen, and to widen the scope of health
programs. :

R
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13 - The Oppeositions to Changc in Saudi Socicty
“The opposition falls into two broad categories: first, ideutogical and
revolutionary, and second, fundamentalist and reactionary. From the mid-
1950's, Arab nationalist ideals entercd Saudi Arabia through immigrant oil
workers who often retained links with plitical and social organizations
(Halliday, 1974). Many of the epposition contains the heaviest
concentration of young Saudis. These young burcaucrats; many of whom
hold degrees from western universities, are articulate and ambitious and
are gradually filling traditional administrative positions. Moreover, as the
Saudi people become more and more secularly educated, the strength of
the religious sanction and of the power of religious social control will
decline. Thus, the opposition movements have been unable to make much
direct gain against religious values and traditions which permeaie all levels
of Saudi society,. =
The second is fundamentalist reaction of the Ulama support the
government modernization plans which gives some indication as to their
conflict relationships. Since the late 1920's, the government has tried to
reconcile religious traditions with modernization. For example, in the
1930's the King was demounced by the Ulama over the introduction of the
telephone and the aromobile until he demonstrated their wtility in
spreading the word of God. ‘In the 1940's, the Ulama objected to oil
coneessions being given to Americans on the grounds that it was selling
Muslims into bondage tq nonbelicvers. Some Ulama helped the King to
defend his situation by abking this question "had not the Prophet employed
nonbelievers.” T the 1950's, the issuc of the introduction of statc income
tax was settled in favor of the utilization of traditienal Zakat (alms giving)
as a form of state levy. The introduction of the radio was condemned until
it was shown to be a vehicle for the transmission of the word of God. In
“the 1960's, opposition to female education was resolved
through religious supcevision; opposition 10 the full female form on Saudi
. television was resolved by the employment of non-Saudi women,
opposition to slate cconomic planning was countered by concern for .
Islamic vaiues and social welfare. While a new Islamic synthesis has been
evolving, it is clear that the Ulama have been steadily losing ground
to the state. Progressive burcaucratization and receipt of state funds for
religious purposcs have further eroded their independent powers of
decision making.  However, in 1979, the Grand Mosque in Makkah was
scized by a group which appcared 1o be a fanatic Wahhabi sect. Their
aims were to icite scdition against the government and to securc rigid
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them that since the tobacco tax was lost he could not longer pay them their
allowances. Within a short period of time  tobacco reappeared in the
markets. The oil wealth which plunged Saudi into the technological
revolution created two main social factions. One incline towards
modernization; the other seeks to uphold and maintain

the primitive purity of the wahhabi faith. Berger (1982) almost solved this
problem which the Saudi society faces when he pointed out that "Religious
ideas can be used to legitimate almost anything. A religion has legitimate
modemity, also it can legitimate counter modemity.” Changes in the role
of rcligious institutions in Saudi society are becoming a reality. This
reality created a situation in which every move toward modemization
made by the government had to be justifi ed in religious terms. It's keepmg
government and religion intertwined ensured against the rise of a rival
political movement drawing jits strength from religious fanatics. Never 3
was protection of the faith separated from any public decision. Seemingly -
innocuous decisions were carefully undertaken and defended. For

example, the governmenf's public anmouncement that a saris of national.
parks would open in the Assir (southern part of the country) sought to
reassure the population. Planners, however, expect these projects can be
- implemented with 2 finimum of impact on the country's social values. It -
was with this attitude that the government presided over modernization,
warily walking the fine line between progress and preservation of the
Saudis’ sacred traditions. -Religion remains a viable institution in Saudi
society, although religious belief expressed in new forms and with new
ramifications for changing lifestyle. The role of religious institution is
changing in many different ways and for different reasgns. From a
sociological point of view it remains to be seen whether the changes in the
role of religion at the center of the controversy are actually adjustments to
the conditions in which we live, changes that continue to reflect the same
strong values, or whether they actually indicate value changes at the
cultural level. Tt could be concluded that while all institutions face the
necessity of adapting themselves to a changing society. Changes in one
institution compe! changes in other institutions. Therefore, there is a
intense conflict between conservative religious leaders and those who

favot the more secular values of the west. These conflicts, however, leds
to the major trends in religion today which is the growth of fundamentalist
groups. Sociologists have observed that fundamentalist revivals, take

place in time when social changes have led to turmoil, uncertainty, and the
erosion of familiar values. When people find themselves confused,
throatcd, or even appalled at changing conditions, they may sce a "return

to basics" as a solution.
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