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Female Body Image in the Folk Belief
A socio — Anthropological Vision

Abstract:

This study starts from a main Issue: Marginalization and exclusion
processes which woman suffers from in all fields belong to that
"image" which was constituted and accumulated about female body in
the folk conscience.

The study aims to explore the features of female body image in the
folk belief as it unfold in. discourse level (such as values, proverbs,
and folk songs) and in cultural practices (such as techniques and nites
which execute on female body and in its presence).The study also
aims to explore the effect of this image on the role of the woman and
1ts participation in development.

The study relies on theoretical achievements in sociology of the
body, especially contributions of Pierre Bourdieu and feminism. The
study depends on the case study method and the anthropological
method.

The study showed that there is a typical image about female body
inscribed in folk belief. This image has complicated cultural details,
and negatively ‘affects on woman's position and its effective
participation in social development. She is excluded from all social
fields.

Key words:
Body image — Folk belief — Feminism — Pierre Bourdieu — Symbolic
capital — Profane body — Suppressed body.
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