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Participation in the Palestinian National Struggle and its
Relationship
with Attitudes toward Palestinian-Israeli Conflict Resolution
among Ex-prisoners in the Gaza Strip .

SUMMARY. This study aims to explore the influence of participation
in national struggle on Gaza ex-prisoners' attitudes toward Palestinian-
Israeli conflict resolution. Therefore, it attempted to answer the
following question: can struggle and demographic variables be
determinants of Gaza ex-prisoners' attitudes toward Palestinian-Israeli .
conflict resolution? The study variables are divided into the following

three main groups: struggle variables, age variables, and socio-
economic status variables.

To answer the study question and achieve its aim, three general
hypotheses anrd twelve main hypotheses were formulated. For proving .
these hypotheses, a sample consisted of two groups was selected. The
first is the experimental group consisted of 773 Palestinian ex-
prisoners. The other is the control group comprised of 91 subjects.
The researcher designed a questionnaire to measure attitudes toward
Palestinian-Israeli conflict resolution. This questionnaire contained 17
questions with 74-items. It covered the following six fields: conflict
management; future prospects for Israeli-Palestinian relations; image '
of past, present and future relations; feeling of belongingness,
solutions to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; evaluation of peaceful -
relationships and willingness to develop relationships with the Israelis.

The data are then subjected to statistical analysis mainly chi square
test of statistical significance.
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The results of the first hypothesis revealed that party affiliation has the
strongest effect -among both struggle variables and all study
. variables- on ex-prisoners' attitudes toward Palestinian-Israeli conflict
resolution. Other struggle variables have either moderate to weak

. effect

The results of the second hypothesis revealed that age at time of
release and age at time of imprisonment have the weakest effect -
: among both age variables and all study variables- on ex-prisoners'
attitudes toward Palestinian-Israeli conflict resolution. Current age has

moderate effect.

The results of the third hypothesis showed a strong to moderate effect
on ex-prisoners’ attitudes toward Palestinian-Israeli conflict resolution
for the following socio-economic status variables: indigenous/refugee
status, family economic status, years of schooling. The variable of
place of residence has the weakest effect.
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