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Waomen Proper Names as Poetic Signifiers
Dr. Suluh Al Siraihi

Poets have often included women's names in their poetry.
Interpreters, critics and researchers are left to the task of questioning,
justifying and interpreting the significance of these specific names that
arc used.

Some have postulated that the specific name is a mere reference to
women in general. Others saw in it an expression of poetic {lirtation
aimed at attracting the reader's attention to his poetry or as a tool that
unlocks the poet's own pool of talents. Yet, a third group imparted
religious and symbolic explanations.

These interpretations, old and recent, have failed to consider the
linguistic dimension, i.e. the search for the dictionary meaning of these
words, their semantic implications or their relation to the context in which
they are used.

This paper attempts to fill in this gap focusing on the name
"Fatimah" and its semantic implications of "Fatm" (meaning cutting), as a
possible explanation. This name is investigated as it is used by one of the
most well-known Arab poets Umrul- Qais in his Mu‘allaga (Ode) "Qifa
Nabki" and Al Muthqib in his poem "A Fatimu Qabla Beiniki Matti'eena”

A comparison is drawn between the name "Fatimah" and the name
"Rabi'ah" as mentioned in another poem by "Suwaid Bin Kahil" in his
poem "Basatat Rabi'atu al Habla Lana" to illustrate the convergence
between these two names phonologically and prosodically and their
divergence in meaning to the extent that left visible shades of meanings in
the poetic texts.

The study also critically explores history, uncovering the fact that
this name has acquired a symbolic dimension through its historical
journey while preserving its dictionary meaning, which is a testimony to
the impact of meaning,.
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