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Feminist Literature and Woman’s Participation in the

Public Sphere

A Sociological Study of Some Models of the Egyptian
Feminist Fiction

This study aims at identifying the relationship between
feminist literature and woman’s participation in public
sphere through a sociological analysis of the content of
novels written by three Egyptian feminist writers from
different narrative generations. By using Habermas’s theory
of the public sphere, feminist theory and new historicism,
the study comes up with several results, including the fact
that the feminist narrative has been able to monitor the
mechanisms through which the role of woman is confined
to the private sphere. Besides, there has been a correlation
between woman’s participation in the public sphere and
the different changes the Egyptian society has undergone.

Moreover, the analysis of the content of the three
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narratives indicates that notwithstanding woman’s success
in the public sphere, there are a lot of handicaps which
impede her way. Thus, the three novelists take freedom as
a key issue whereby they detect the surface and hidden
contradictions related to the way society deals with woman

and her participation in the public sphere.
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