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Country Positioning in Egyptian International Presidential
Discourse: A Qualitative Study in Positioning Theory Framework

Abstract:

The study aims to revealing the country positioning within Egyptian
international presidential discourse. For its achievement, the study
employed Positioning Discourse Analysis within the qualitative
approach framework. Using the Census method, the study was applied
to a sample of (89) discourse. The study most important results are:

- Data analysis and coding process revealed three main storylines that were
employed in the studied discourse to strengthen Egypt’s positioning:
positioning as responsible actor, positioning as leading by example, and
positioning according to the relationship to other. The three storylines were
dominated by the stability narrative, and the studied discourse was unique in
employing the progressive narrative in specific places, and progress in the
narrative within the positioning discourse was linked to progress towards the
“New Republic Statement”.

— The discourse employed the assertive act in the two categories of
news and assertion to activate Egypt's positioning to a greater extent
within the three main storylines, as well as the sub-stories. It is rare
to employ the declarative act within the storylines of Egypt's
positioning in the studied discourse.

- Rights and duties attributed to Egypt and other actors in the
positioning discourse varied according to various contexts in which
the studied discourse, were produced, and according to each storyline
from which discourse made Egypt's positioning, to achieve dynamics
of positioning triangle.

Key Words: Country Positioning, Positioning Theory, Storylines,
Speech Acts, Rights and Duties
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