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Contributions of Saudi satellite channels in
promoting national identity among the Saudi public

Abstract:

In this study, the researcher sought to identify the views of viewers of Saudi satellite
channels regarding the contributions made by Saudi governmental and private
satellite channels in promoting and strengthening national identity through their
various programmes.

The researcher used the survey method for the population of the city of Riyadh ina
cluster random sampling method, by distributing a questionnaire to them.

The research found in its study results, including: that 63% of the study sample
members follow satellite channels from one hour to three hours per week, and that
the most follow-up channels are: mbc, Saudi sports, then Arab.

In the field of capabilities required to be available in satellite channels to enhance
national identity, the results revealed that the most possibilities for strengthening
national identity are: hosting those with knowledge, experience and opinion on
topics related to their specializations, then presenting topics and issues that reinforce
and emphasize identity, then media programs integrate with the work of educational
incubators Like the mosque, the family and the school in promoting national identity
In the field of the contributions of the Saudi satellite channels in strengthening the
national identity in the religious aspect, the results showed that the most contributions
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of the Saudi satellite channels in strengthening the national identity in the religious
aspect were the transmission of the two Holy Mosques’ prayers and Friday sermons
and their translations in other languages, then the transmission of the rituals of Hajj
and the volume of work they provide The state is for the guests of Rahman.

In the field of the contributions of Saudi satellite channels in strengthening the
national identity in the historical and social aspect, the results showed that the most
contributions of Saudi satellite channels in strengthening the national identity in the
historical and social aspect was to raise the level of awareness and pride in the
national identity, then the appearance of announcers and guests in official dress.

In the field of the contributions of Saudi satellite channels in strengthening the
national identity in the linguistic aspect, the results showed that the statement of the
strength of the Arabic language and the abundance of its vocabulary and that it did
not change like other languages came in the first place, then the emphasis on the
importance of the Arabic language and that it is the official language of the state.

In the field of identifying programs and channels that contribute to strengthening
national identity from the point of view of the study sample members, the results of
the study showed that most programs are religious programs, followed by cultural
and scientific programs, followed by government channels such as Al-Ekhbariya
and the First Saudi Channel.

In the field of differences, the results showed that there were no statistically
significant differences towards the contributions of satellite channels in
strengthening the national identity according to the demographic study variables,
namely: age, gender, income, and educational level, as the value of the significance
level is greater than (0.05) for all variables, and therefore there is no effect
Statistically significant.

Key words: Saudi satellite channels, Saudi national identity, Saudi audiences
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