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The Saudi viewer's attitudes towards the aesthetics of
television advertising
A survey study of a sample of MBC viewers in Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the Saudi viewer's attitudes towards the
aesthetics of TV ads, measuring its social impacts, and thus examining the
motivations of Saudi viewers to be exposed to TV ads, to identify the
importance of the aesthetics and techniques of TV ads in influencing Saudi
viewers' attitudes and convincing them of the content displayed. The study
is based on the descriptive approach using the media survey method by
collecting (488) questionnaires distributed to a sample of mbc channels’
viewers in KSA. The results showed that films and series are the most
television programs that the Saudi viewer is exposed to ads through,
followed by programs with interest in technology news and topics, and other
programs. The study revealed that the most prominent motivations of the
Saudi audience to watch TV advertisements were: knowing the details of
products and services, searching for a specific product/service, comparing
the products to each other, while the sample members considered TV ads as
a good substitute for other media ads; to help them figure out which
products don't fit them. The most prominent attitudes of Saudi viewers
towards TV ads and its aesthetics were; It helps them to be up-to-date about
the products and services, and it reduces confusion when choosing and
differentiating between products and services offered, and it provides
confidence in the product/service by having product quality or service
identical to what was displayed in the ads. The study confirmed that TV ads
has aesthetics that increase its impact, achieving persuasion among Saudi

viewers, affecting their attitudes towards TV ads and the level of their
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viewing, such as the high definition & purity, colors and illustrations used,

short duration of the ads, the use of motion graphics and accompanying
texts, and use of music and sound effects; and other aesthetics. The study
confirms that a statistically significant correlation between the level of
exposure to TV ads and the audience's attitudes towards these ads and
aesthetics, as well as a statistically significant correlation between the level
of exposure of Saudi viewers and the motivations for exposure to TV ads,
and the study also confirm that there are no statistically significant
differences in the attitudes of Saudi viewers towards TV ads due to gender.
Keywords:

TV ads, satellite channels, Saudi viewers, advertising aesthetics, exposure
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