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Factors affecting patterns of interaction with political news on

the Facebook pages of ""Youm Al-Sabea" and "Al-Watan"
newspapers.

Adel Saleh, Ph.D. Associate Professor
Faculty of Communication and Mass Media — British University in Egypt
Abstract:

This study Explores the social media interaction with political news
(US presidential elections 2020, the Egyptian House of Representatives
elections 2020, and the Ethiopian Renaissance Dam). It examines also
which factors affecting users’ participation patterns. This study analyzed
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all available news relegated to these three issues during the period from
May 1 to December 31, 2020 on the (Facebook) pages of “Youm Al-
Sabea” and “Al-Watan” newspapers. In total, 208 news have been
investigated. Interaction with news content on Facebook was analyzed in
three main dimensions: reacts containing 7 reactions, comment & user
attitudes, and share this news with other users. Analyzed interactions
were: 403,956 reacts, 107,731 comments, and 29,732 shares.

The study results indicate that the logic of traditional media is like
the logic of social media in terms values that increase use and interaction
with news. While issue, framing (positive — negative- neutral) and using
multi-media or hybrid style (using photo, video, and link) play an
important role on social media interactivity of political new. For example,
the Ethiopian Dam issue received the highest rates of user interaction.
Also, the negative framing of studied issues had a role in determining
type and level of interactivity. But there is no relationship between social
media user’s interactivity and the association of news with political elites.

The results also indicate that "slacktivism or Low-threshold
Engagement™ by expressing only reactions, which do not require high
degrees of mental and physical exertion and do not indicate specific user
political tendencies, is the highest form of interactivity. Surprisingly,
results also show that the original react “like” is still the most used form
of interaction with political news compared to other reacts that Facebook
introduced in 2016 and 2020.

The results of the study also demonstrate the correlation between
gender and level, style and trends of interaction with political news on
social media. Females are less involved than males in interactions, and
women interact through less active forms such as reacting, while less
commenting and sharing content with others. However, when female are
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participating via “comment”, they tend to be positively compared to
males.

This study is important because it helps in a deeper understanding of
the nature of content that receives more interaction from users, as well as
the types and levels of this interaction to understand the patterns of online
political news consumption and potential effects on enhancing political
awareness and participation. The study recommends conducting more
research to compare the logic of traditional media and social media
platforms regarding the selection and distribution of political news, and to
study users' perceptions about the consumption of political content on
social media.
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