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Abstract:
Augustan Symbols in Propertius' Fourth Book

The fourth book of Propertius constitutes a turning point in his poetic career,
as the poet even without forsaking his poetic identity (the elegiac style) and
his neoteric aesthetic principles, extended the general boundaries of his
poetry by focusing on Rome along with its worship places, rites and values
in a series of aetiological elegies. In this way, he endeavored to link Roman
and neoteric elements, creatively using elements from Vergil as well as
from Callimachus.

The sixth and tenth elegies are expressive and advanced examples of
such a poetic experience. They are completely devoid of the emotional
element, and characterized by a serious style, while their subject is not only
Roman, but also Augustan, as they deal with two Augustan temples, built as
a part of his program of religious revival. Thus, they are of symbolic
importance to Augustus himself. They are also closely related to Roman
warlike events, which makes the elegies project more challenging and
fascinating. The sixth elegy highlights the Temple of Apollo Palatinus,
which is a symbol of the influence of Augustus, the new sovereign after the
triumph at Actium (31 BC). While the theme of the tenth elegy revolves
around the temple of luppiter Feretrius, which Augustus had restored around
a year before the battle of Actium (32 BC), in a symbolic move intended to
link him to Romulus, who according to tradition established a temple and
dedicated to it precious spoils "spolia opima", namely those weapons which
he seized from the rival leader.

This specific structure of these two elegies is the impetus for the
present academic paper, which attempts to examine how the poet adapted
two Augustan symbols with their military and political implications to fit
the elegiac genre. It also examines how Roman Callimachus - without
abandoning the Elegiac style and its neoteric aesthetic principles - managed
to reconcile between these principles and Roman themes through many
political references and a poetic style different from what prevailed in the
first three books. Understanding the salient change in Propertius' poetry
required an introduction to shed light on the historical, political, and social
context of the era in which fourth book was published.
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