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Abstract:
Drunkenness Accidents in the Light of Papyrus
in Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt

Wine and beer were the only known two types of drunkenness drinks in
ancient Egypt, owing to the high price of wine, in spite of the presence of
various Kinds of it which were manufactured locally, only the upper classes
of the society that binged having it at that time. As for beer, it was the most
widespread drink among the public. In Ptolemaic and Roman periods, we
find that foreign comers to Egypt preferred wine to beer. They also
preferred importing other types of wine to other locally manufactured types.

This study is primarily aimed at presenting accidents caused by individuals
who were intoxicated, whether because of wine or beer, in Egypt during the
Ptolemaic and Roman times, through describing, analyzing and clarifying
their significances, with an attempt to explain individuals’ reasons for being
drunk, the attitude of the society and the governing administration from
consuming such intoxicating beverages in general, and their attitude of
drunkenness in particular.

Besides focusing on monitoring the reactions of individuals affected by
these accidents, in addition to studying the legal position in Egypt -the
period of study- of the drunken person and the damages, the violence and
the crimes he caused to others in the society. Did the law consider his
actions taking into account that he is unconscious: so lessened his sentence?
Or has tightened it up to serve as an example for others in the society? And
what are the legal arguments underlying either of the above mentioned two
positions?
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(151)P.Oxy. | 65 = Sel. Pap. Il 232, Order for Arrest, 3rd-4th CE, Oxyrhynchus,
LL.1-4. m(apd) to0 otatilovtog B(eve)d(ikiapiou) kwudpxalg KwENg TepuBew.
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Check list of editions of Greek, Latin, Demotic and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca
and Tablets.
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AJA = American Journal of Archaeology.
BASP = The Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists.

JRS = The Journal of Roman Studies.
ZPE = Zeitschrift fir Papyrologie und Epigraphik.
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- Bagnall, R. S.; Rathbone, D. W. 2017. Egypt from Alexander to the Copts:
an Archaeological and Historical Guide. 1% ed. Michigan.
- Bard, K. A. 1999. Encyclopedia of the Archaeology of Ancient Egypt, 1%
Pub. London & New York, Routledge.
- Barrett, C. E. 2019. Domesticating empire: Egyptian Landscapes in
Pompeian Gardens. New York, Oxford University Press.
- Bauschatz, J. 2013. Law and Enforcement in Ptolemaic Egypt. 1% Pub.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
- Bauschatz, J. 2013. Law and Enforcement in Ptolemaic Egypt. University
of Arizona.
- Bevan, E. 2014. A History of Egypt under the Ptolemaic Dynasty. New
York, Routledge.
- Blouin, K. 2014. Triangular landscapes: environment, society, and the
state in the Nile Delta under Roman rule. 1% ed., Oxford, Oxford University
Press.
- Boozer, A. L. 2021. At Home in Roman Egypt: A Social Archaeology.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
- Bright, W. 2022. A History of the Church, from the Edict of Milan (A.D.
313, to the Council of Chalcedon, A.D. 451). 1%t ed. London.
- Bryen, A. Z. 2013. Violence in Roman Egypt: a study in legal
interpretation. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.
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- Burnet, R. 2003. L'Egypte ancienne a travers les papyrus: vie quotidienne,
Paris, Pygmalion.

- Clarysse, W. 2001. Use and Abuse of Beer and Wine in Graeco-Roman
Egypt, in K. Geus, Zimmermann K. Punica, Libyca, Ptolemaica:
Festschriftfir Werner Huss, Leuven.

- Coren, S. 2008. The Modern Dog: A Joyful Exploration of How We Live
with Dogs Today. New York, Simon and Schuster.

- Diler A., Senol K., Aydinoglu U., 2015. Import of Wine to Egypt in the
Graeco-Roman period, in: Olive Oil and Wine Production in Eastern
Mediterranean during Antiquity. International Symposium Proceedings 17-
19 November 2011. URLA Turkey, Izmir. 201-208.

- Doherty, P. 2012. The Anubis Slayings: A story of intrigue and murder set
in ancient Egypt. 1% Pub. London, Headline Publishing Group.

- Dunstan, W. E. 2011. Ancient Rome, Lanham, Rowman & Littlefield.

- Dzierzbicka, D. 2018. OINOZX: production and import of wine in Graeco-
Roman Egypt. Warsaw, University of Warsaw.

- Eaton, K. 2013. Ancient Egyptian Temple Ritual: Performance, Patterns,
and Practice, 1% Pub. London & New York: Routledge.

- Foakes-Jackson, F. J. 2005. A History of the Christian Church: (From the
Earliest Times to A.D. 461). New York.

- Frankfurter, D. 1998. Religion in Roman Egypt Assimilation and
Resistance. Princeton, Princeton University Press.

- Graves-Brown, C. 2018. Daemons & spirits in ancient Egypt. Cardiff,
University of Wales Press.

- Hahn, J.; Emmel, S.; Gotter, U. 2008. From Temple to Church: destruction
and renewal of local cultic topography in late Antiquity. Leiden, Brill.

- Hickey, T. M. 2012. Wine, wealth, and the state in late antique Egypt: The
house of Apion at Oxyrhynchus. Ann Arbor, University of Michigan Press.

- Hornsey, I. S. 2003. A history of beer and brewing, Royal Society of
Chemistry, Cambridge.

- Hornsey, 1. S. 2012. Alcohol and its role in the evolution of human society.
Cambridge: Royal Society of Chemistry.

- Jané, M. R. G. 2008. Wine in ancient Egypt: a cultural and analytical
study. Oxford: Archaeopress.

- Kaufman, C. 2006. Cooking in ancient civilizations, 1% ed. Westport:
Greenwood Press.

- Laes, Ch. 2016. "Drunkenness”. in The Encyclopedia of Ancient History,
Edited by: Bagnall, R. S. Brodersen K. Champion, C. B. Erskine, A. and
Huebner, S. R. John Wiley & Sons.

- Lewis, N. 1983. Life in Egypt under Roman Rule. Oxford, Oxford
University Press.
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- Llewelyn, S. R.; Kearsley R. A. 1994. New documents illustrating early
Christianity, 10 volumes, Vol.7 "A review of the Greek inscriptions and
papyri published in 1982-83". Australia, Macquarie University.

- Lloyd. A. M. 1998. Gods Priests & Men: Study in the Religion of
Pharaonic Egypt. 1% Pub. London & New York, Routledge.

- Minnen, P. 2010. "Archaeology and Papyrology: Digging and Filling
Holes?". in: Tradition and Transformation: Egypt under Roman Rule. Edited
by. Lembke K.; Nerpel M. M.; Pfeiffer S. Vol. 41. Culture and History of
the Ancient Near East. 437-474.

- Montserrat, D. 2011. Sex & Society in Graeco-Roman. 1% Pub. London &
New York, Routledge.

- Nelson, M. 2005. The Barbarian's Beverage: A history of Beer in nncient
Europe. 1% Pub., London & New York, Routledge.

- Nifosi, A. 2019. Becoming a Woman and Mother in Greco-Roman Egypt
Women’s Bodies, Society and Domestic Space. London & New York,
Routledge.

- Oliver, G. 2012. The Oxford companion to beer. New York: Oxford
University Press.

- Parsons, P. 2006. City of the Sharp-Nosed Fish: Greek Lives in Roman
Egypt: Greek Papyri Beneath the Egyptian Sand Reveal a Long-Lost World.
Phoenix.

- Patterson, M.; Hoalst-Pullen, N. 2014. The geography of beer: regions,
environment, and societies. Dordrecht: Springe.

- Pestman, P. W. 1981. A Guide to the Zenon Archive: A Lists and Surveys.
B. Indexes and Maps. Boston: Brill.

- Poo, M. 1995. Wine and wine offering in the religion of ancient Egypt.
New York: Kegan Paul International.

- Radner, K.; Moeller, N.; Potts, D. T. 2020.The Oxford history of the
ancient Near East.Volume 1, From the Beginnings to Old Kingdom Egypt
and the Dynasty of Akkad. New York, Oxford University Press.

- Ramsdell, E. 1988. Jewish Symbols in the Greco-Roman Period (Abridged
Edition). Oxford, Princeton University Press.

- Riggs, Ch. 2005. The beautiful burial in Roman Egypt: Art, Identity, and
Funerary Religion. 1% Pub. Oxford, Oxford University Press.

- Shaw, 1. 2000. The Oxford history of ancient Egypt. 1%t Pub. Oxford,
Oxford University Press.

- Shepardson, Ch. C. 2014. Controlling contested places: late antique
Antioch and the spatial politics of religious controversy. Berkeley,
University of California Press.

- Stambaugh, J. 1972. Sarapis under the Early Ptolemies. Boston, BRILL.
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- Taubenschlag, R. 1955. The law of Greco-Roman Egypt in the light of the
papyri (332 B.C.-640 A.D.). 2" ed. Warszawa, Panstwowe Wydawnictwo
Naukowe.
- Tetlow, E. M. 2005. Women, Crime and Punishment in ancient Law and
Society. New York & London, Continuum.
- Thurmond, D. L. 2017. From Vines to Wines in Classical Rome: A
Handbook of Viticulture and Oenology in Rome and the Roman West.
Leiden & Boston, Brill.
- Vandorpe, K. 2018. Companion to greco-roman and late antique egypt.
John Wiley & Sons.
- Verner, M. 2012. Temple of the world: sanctuaries, cults, and mysteries of
ancient Egypt. 1% Pub. Cairo, The American University in Cairo Press.
- Watson, A. 1970. "Drunkenness in Roman law", in Becker W.G., Schnorr
L. Von Carolsfeld (eds.). Sein und Werden im Recht. Berlin.
- Westermann, W. L. 1955. The Slave Systems of Greek and Roman
Antiquity. Philadelphia.
- Wilkins J.; Hill Sh. 2006. Food in the ancient world, Malden, Blackwell
Pub.
- Wilkinson, T. 2007. The Egyptian World, 1% Pub. New York: Routledge.
- Wilson, A.; Bowman, A. K. 2018. Trade, commerce, and the state in the
Roman world. Oxford, Oxford University Press.
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- Bagnall R. S.; Davoli P. 2011. "Archaeological Work on Hellenistic and
Roman Egypt, 2000-2009". AJA. Vol.115, No.1. 103-157.
- Bagnall, R. S. 1989. “Official and Private Violence in Roman Egypt”.
BASP. Vol. 26, No. 3/4. 201-216.
- Gallimore, S. 2010. "Amphora Production in the Roman World A View
from the Papyri". BASP. VVol.47. 155-184.
- Milne, J. G. 1927. "The Ruin of Egypt by Roman Mismanagement". JRS.
Vol.17. 1-13.
- Youtie, H. C. 1978. “P. Mich. Inv. 4195: Drunken Rowdies”. ZPE, Bd. 31.
167-169.
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- Fischer-Bovet, Ch. 2008. Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt. Ph.D.
Stanford University.
- Wilkins J.; Hill Sh. 2006. Food in the ancient world, Malden, Blackwell

Pub. 132; Dzierzbicka, D. 2011. Wine in Graeco-Roman Egypt. Ph.D.
Warsaw, University of Warsaw.
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