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Abstract

At about the end of the 6th century B.C. Acusilaus of Argos, who was one
of the first Greek mythographers, wrote a tale within his work entitled
"Genealogies" T'eveadoylat. Although his work is lost, but this tale is still preserved
as a fragment from a commentary of the scholia to the Iliad (Sch.Hom., 11.20.307).
Fowler Suggests that this version belongs to the third book of Genealogies, in the
context of talking about the genealogy of the heroes of the Trojan War. It was
listed under the number (39). The tale, which Acusilaus had formed, seems
different in some details from the versions of the other sources, making it
distinctive and worthy of study. Moreover, it doesn’t receive yet the deserved
broad study that should be commensurate with it’s importance.

This paper is an attempt to analyze what was mentioned in this fragment,
and compare it with those stated in the other available sources, in order to
investigate if the version was innovative or modified, as well as determining the
original source that inspired Acusilaus. The following lines present the text of our
surviving fragment :

" An oracle was issued that when the rule of the family of Priam was
ended, the descendants of Anchises would be kings of the Trojans. So Aphrodite
slept with Anchises though he was already past his prime. She gave birth to
Aineias and, wanting to create a pretext to depose the family of Priam, she filled
Alexander with desire for Helen. After he stole Helen away, Aphrodite, though she
was really pressing for the Trojans’ defeat, pretended to fight on their side so that
they would not completely lose hope and give Helen back. The account is in
Acusilaus.”
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Graff (F.), Griechische Mythologie, Eine Einfilhrung, Munich and Zirich, 1991, p.8.

30 Hom., 11.20.305ff.

31~ Hom., 11.20.90ff, 190ff.

52 - Hom., 11.5.311ff.

53 - Hom., 11.20.32ff.

34 _Hom., 11.20.345.

35 _Pind. Ol. ii. 148, Nem. iii. 110, vi. 83; Quint. Smyrn. ii. 224.; Philostr. Icon. ii. 7.

36 _ Hom., 11.16.480ff.

37 - Hom., II.1.415ff.
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61 _ Ronald E. Pepin, The Vatican Mythographers, 1st Vatican Mythographer, fab.207, p.90.
2 _lias parva, Fr.1 (Evelyn-White).
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64 - Hom., 11.24.493ff.
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7 - Fr.205 PMG = |G 14.284, p.330.7
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70 _ Hellan. Lesb., FGrH 4 Fr.31 = Dion.Hal., AR.1.45.4-48.1.
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