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Abstract:
The problem of the number in the sources of Islamic history
Deceit the number or wrong narrators!¢

The one who studies history must look at the methods of
criticism, ancient and modern, in order to find out for him the pitfalls
in what the history books mention of the errors and exaggerations
regarding the mention of numbers in (the dead of wars, the martyrs of
conquests, the account of money, the victory of the supporters, and the
exaggeration of facts....) Without verifying it, delaying its quotation,
deliberating in its narration, and standing on its truth.

These exaggerations in mentioning the numbers have led to a lot
of errors in interpreting accidents, understanding history, and
deducing benefits from it, which spoiled the approach to
consideration, and left many narrations crowded with books, letters
and books without scrutiny, sifting, or investigation.

Perhaps the scribes of the Diwans of the Middle Ages
contributed with a kind of deception regarding the number, when they
reported the amounts of the tax, the measures of weights, the state
budgets and the estimates of the population, which led to a sense of
the supreme reference to the numbers without verifying them due to
the lack of mechanisms that allow this from what is available in our
time.

Likewise, the human mind in general deals with numbers with
great interest, and every text, news, or narration contains numbers that
draw the attention of the listener, attract the reader, and even delude
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him sometimes of honesty and confidence in the news. Its existence,
or is it deceiving the number, and the narrator made a mistake?!.
This modest research will present this problem in the following
points:
1 History...a narrative and a vision
2 The method of historical criticism according to Muslim scholars
3 Exaggerations of numbers in the sources of Islamic history (selected
models)
4 What should be done? Point of view.
Key words: The number of dead - battles - sources of history - wrong
narrators
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