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The Pyrrhic victory 
Greco Roman historical models 

Abstract: 

The Pyrrhic victory means the hard-earned victory of one of two 

powers (closer to parity in strength) over the other, with losses 

incurred on the battlefield, and victory is closer to defeat. This kind of 

victory is attributed to the Eberian king Pyrrhus, who paid a heavy 

price for his victory over the Romans at the beginning of the eighth 

decade of the third B.C.; That victory cost him more than seven 

thousand five hundred soldiers, and Pyrrhus, despite his victory, was 

unable to impose his control, and Rome, despite its defeat, is still able 

to withstand. Thus, that victory inflicted damage on Pyrrhus the victor 

and was a costly victory. Undoubtedly, Greco Roman history contain 

similar images of the Pyrrhic victory, and there were victories that 

cost the victors forces life (soul) with the help of external factors 

despite his overwhelm, which makes him taste the bitterness of cost 

instead of the pleasure of victory. Therefore, this study will first deal 

with: The victory of Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, in two battles: Heraklia 

280B.C. and Asculum 279B.C. Then models of the Pyrrhic victory 

will be presented through Second: The battle of Mantenia 362B.C. 

Third: The battle of Oenoparas 145B.C. and Forth: The battle of 

Rome against Parthians 165A.D. 

Key Words: Pyrrhus- Heraklia- Asculum- Mantenia- 

Oenoparas- Rome and Parthians. 

“ἂν ἔτι μίαν μάτην Ῥωμαίοσς νικήσωμεν ,ἀπολούμεθα 

παντελῶς  ”. (Plut., Pyrrhus, XXI.9). 
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Λανπίληνο

η῵λ δὲ πεξὶ Πύξξνλ ὁ κὲλ Δηνλύζηνο κπξίνπο θαὶ ηξηζρηιίνπο ,
ὁ δ 'Ἱεξώλπκνο ἐιάηηνλαο η῵λ ηεηξαθηζρηιίσλ· θξάηηζηνη δ 'ἦζαλ 
νὗηνη ,θαὶ η῵λ θίισλ ὁ Πύξξνο θαὶ η῵λ ζηξαηεγ῵λ ,νἷο κάιηζηα 
ρξώκελνο δηεηέιεη θαὶ πηζηεύσλ ,ἀπέβαιελ. (Plut., Pyrrhus, XVII.4). 



 

 

 
 

η῅ο δὲ θπγ῅ο νὐ καθξ᾵ο εἰο ηὸ ζηξαηόπεδνλ γελνκέλεο ,
ἑμαθηζρηιίνπο ἀπνζαλεῖλ θεζη η῵λ Ῥσκαίσλ Ἱεξώλπκνο η῵λ δὲ πεξὶ 
Πύξξνλ ἐλ ηνῖο βαζηιηθνῖο ὑπνκλήκαζηλ ἀλελερζ῅λαη ηξηζρηιίνπο 
πεληαθνζίνπο θαὶ πέληε ηεζλεθόηαο … ηνῦ Πύξξνπ ηξσζέληνο ὑζζῶ 
ηὸλ βξαρίνλα  (Plut., Pyrrhus, XXI.8). 
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Ὅηη ἡ Καδκεία λίθε παξνηκία ἐζηίλ

εἰπεῖλ ὅηη ἐὰλ ἔηη κηᾶ κάρῃ ληθήζῃ ηνὺο Ῥσκαίνπο, νὐδεὶο αὐηῶ 
η῵λ ζηξαηηση῵λ η῵λ ζπλδηαβεβεθόησλ ἀπνιεηθζήζεηαη. (Diod., 
XXII.6.A.2).  



 

 

 
 

εἰπὼλ ὅηη ηὴλ νἰθνπκέλελ ἂλ ἤδε π᾵ζαλ ἐρεηξσζάκελ ,εἰ 
Ῥσκαίσλ ἐβαζίιεπνλ. 
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πάιηλ ἐπεξώηεζε ,πόηεξνη λεληθήθαζηλ .ἀπνθαηλνκέλνπ δὲ ηνῦ 
παηδόο ,ὅηη Βνησηνὶ λεληθήθαζηλ ,Ὥξα ,θεζίλ ,ἐζηὶ ηειεπη᾵λ ,θαὶ 
πξνζέηαμελ ἐθζπάζαη ηὸ δόξπ .ἀλαβνεζάλησλ δὲ η῵λ παξόλησλ 
θίισλ ,θαί ηηλνο εἰπόληνο ὅηη Τειεπηᾶο ἄηεθλνο ,἖πακεηλώλδα ,θαὶ 
δαθξύζαληνο ,Μὰ Δία κέλ ,θεζίλ ,ἀιιὰ θαηαιείπσ δύν ζπγαηέξαο ,
ηήλ ηε ἐλ Λεύθηξνηο λίθελ θαὶ ηὴλ ἐλ Μαληηλείᾳ. (Diod., XV.87.6). 

ἐπεί γε κὴλ ἐθεῖλνο ἔπεζελ ,νἱ ινηπνὶ νὐδὲ ηῆ λίθῃ ὀξζ῵ο ἔηη 
ἐδπλάζζεζαλ ρξήζαζζαη. (Xen., Hell., VII.5.25). 
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὘πὸ δὲ ηνῦηνλ ηὸλ θαηξὸλ θαὶ βαζηιεὺο Πηνιεκαῖνο ὁ 
Φηινκήησξ ἐπηθιεζεὶο λαπηηθὴλ ἄγσλ δύλακηλ θαὶ πεδὴλ εἰο Σπξίαλ 
ἧθελ ζπκκαρήζσλ Ἀιεμάλδξῳ· (Joseph., XIII.103).  

Ἀκκώληνο

 

 (Οἰλνπάξαο

Πηνιεκαῖνο ἐπ' αὐηὸλ ἐμεζηξάηεπζελ κεηὰ ηνῦ γακβξνῦ 
Δεκεηξίνπ· ἤδε γὰξ αὐηῶ πξὸο γάκνλ ἐδεδώθεη ηὴλ ζπγαηέξα· θαὶ 
ληθήζαληεο εἰο θπγὴλ ἐηξέ ςαλην ηὸλ Ἀιέμαλδξνλ. νὗηνο κὲλ νὖλ εἰο 
Ἀξαβίαλ θεύγεη. (Joseph., XIII.116, 117). 
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quae insanabilium vi concepta morborum, eiusdem Veri 
Marcique Antonini temporibus, ab ipsis Persarum finibus ad usque 
Rhenum et Gallias, cuncta contagiis polluebat et mortibus. 

ὑπνζηξνθῆ πιείζηνπο η῵λ ζηξαηηση῵λ ὑπὸ ιηκνῦ θαὶ λόζνπ 
ἀπέβαιελ ,ἀπελόζηεζε δ 'ὅκσο ἐο ηὴλ Σπξίαλ κεηὰ η῵λ ινηπ῵λ 
ζηξαηηση῵λ. 
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