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The Pyrrhic victory
Greco Roman historical models

Abstract:

The Pyrrhic victory means the hard-earned victory of one of two
powers (closer to parity in strength) over the other, with losses
incurred on the battlefield, and victory is closer to defeat. This kind of
victory is attributed to the Eberian king Pyrrhus, who paid a heavy
price for his victory over the Romans at the beginning of the eighth
decade of the third B.C.; That victory cost him more than seven
thousand five hundred soldiers, and Pyrrhus, despite his victory, was
unable to impose his control, and Rome, despite its defeat, is still able
to withstand. Thus, that victory inflicted damage on Pyrrhus the victor
and was a costly victory. Undoubtedly, Greco Roman history contain
similar images of the Pyrrhic victory, and there were victories that
cost the victors forces life (soul) with the help of external factors
despite his overwhelm, which makes him taste the bitterness of cost
instead of the pleasure of victory. Therefore, this study will first deal
with: The victory of Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, in two battles: Heraklia
280B.C. and Asculum 279B.C. Then models of the Pyrrhic victory
will be presented through Second: The battle of Mantenia 362B.C.
Third: The battle of Oenoparas 145B.C. and Forth: The battle of
Rome against Parthians 165A.D.

Key Words: Pyrrhus- Heraklia- Asculum- Mantenia-
Oenoparas- Rome and Parthians.
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Various Writers (1854), A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Geography, ed. by:
William Smith, D.C.L., L.L.D., London: John Murry, s.v. Epeirus.

(1) Plut., Pyrrhus, 1V.1-2.
(2) Plut., Pyrrhus, IV.3-4, V-VIII; Just., XVI11.2.12, XVIII.1.
LS 4o ydign Juadl W jie) ugsally ol Sl (e 4l oo ugon Gl

B Sl ) o Wlad L dsad) e Bl
Plut., Pyrrhus, V1.1

(3) Plut.. Pyrrhus, VII1.1-3.

kal yap Oyv Wovto kal Téyog Eoucévar kal kivnpo toig AleEdvSpov, kai thg poplc
exeivov kal Biag mapd toug AyGvag &v T00H1R) oKibg Tvag OpdcBor kai pympato,
v pev Aoy Basthémv Ev Topeipaig kai 3opuedpotg Kal Khicel TpoyiAov Kai
™ peiCov dwéyecat, poévov 8 TMvppov tolg Omhog kol Tolg xepoiv
émdeucvopévov tOv AdéEavdpov. (VIII.1).
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(4) Michael C. Astour, "Ancient Greek civilization in Southern Italy”, P&P, 19
(Spring, 1985), pp.23-37; Dunbabin T.J. (1948), The western Greeks: The
history of Sicily and South Italy from the foundation of the Greek colonies to
480 B.C., Oxford: Clarendon Press. p. 28.
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(5) J. Armstrong (2017), The Campaigns of Pyrrhus, 282-272BC., in: The
Encyclopedia of ancient batteles, 1led., New York: John Wily& Sons Ltd., pp. 1-
10; M. Cary (1920), "Roman Treaties with Tarentum and Rhodes", AJPh 35, pp.
165-173. pp.165,169; P.R. Franke (1989), "Pyrrhus", CAH, vol.7, part 2,
Cambridge at the University Press, pp.456-484. p.456.
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oo bl G daall Gt ) s e 3Y e € ple Al dgaludl o Al
Carry (1920), p.166. : kil - cpd el i cia s il aad]
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Smith ed. (1854), s.v. Thurii.: il s i mds o . BEEY [E88
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Smith ed. (1854), s.v. Locri.
e Lpse Lol Wa) e Gigin 8 4 ,e) dibgias Piyiov assa) *
Gt Jlad IS e Aihigiae e dld T oan o sy e BYY
Smith ed. (1854), s.v. Rhegium.: jkil .4déa sy 3
(6) Dio. Cass., 1X.40,5.7; Livy, Summary of book XI; Just., XVI111.1.9.

(7) Dio. Cass. IX. Zonaras 8,2; Livy, Summary of book XII.
(8) Plut., Pyrrhus, XIl11.2-6:

oUrco 3¢ 1ol doypotog kupiov yevopévov, mpicfelg Enspwow eic "Hrepov, oUX
altv HOVOV, ClMCl Kal w)v TtoMwtddv, Swpa 0 Toppw  kopilovrog kal
Aéyovrag, we Nyspdvoc Eu(ppovog déovran «ol 60&0&\/ gxovtog, dvvapelg &'
(eroeav Unapc’;ovm peyéror mopd, te Agvkav@v kal Meocomiov Kul Zowvitdv

kal Tapaviivov eic Siopvpiovg inmeic, me(@v &' Ouol mévie kal TpLéxovto
poptédog. (XI11.5,6).

Cf. Livy, Summary of book XII; Dio. Cass. 1X,.3, Zonaras 8,2.
(9) Paus., 1.12.1.
(10) Plut., Pyrrhus, XIV 2-6:

nok&:pwwl usv o oppe Pwpdiot Aéyovtan Kol moAA@V €OV paxlp(ov
provrsg el 68 80111 630g nsptysvsc@ou ‘C(.l)V Gvﬁp(.ov i ypnodpedo f vikn;” K(xl
0 oppog ¢ € corClg einev “0 Kwéa nplypa govopevov: olte BapPapog I’]ulv
€xel nohg ole' Eanlg Gétouaxog Pwumcov kpatnbévav, am' E&opsv 8U6Ug
Imhow dnagav, r]g us«{seog Kal Clpsrr]v Kal Suvcxuw aMw mov TVt yGMov
Cvaoalv A col npocnKet uuchv 0Uv Emcxwv o) Kwéag, “Itakww 6¢” slnsv ‘@
Bact)»eu kaBovrag, i, nomcouav Kal O 1Ioppog olno tr]v davotav aUtoU
kaBopldv, “Eyyds” eimev “N TwceMa yeipog Opéyel, vicog eUdaipwv Kol
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TolvavOpwmog, Clkwvou 5 pCIcstn oTao1g yap ® Kwéa névro viv £K8~[V0t] xal
Clvocpxux TOAEDY Kal Bnuowwywv O&mng, AYOLGOK?\.SOUC_, EKkskomomg ” “gikoTa”
Epn “Aéyerc” O Kwéag: “CIM' N tolUto TEPaC r]ulv nils otpateiog, kaﬁslv
Zwehiav;” “Oedg” o Toppog Eon.. Snkov yap ot kol Makedoviav AvodaPeiv
wal thic EM(xéiog Qpyewv Umdpéet BaBaw)g and nAcadng Suvapemc”.

(11) Plut., Pyrrhus, XV.1:

Mpdrov pév olv Améotere v Kwéav toic Toapavtivolg ‘otpotidtag Gyovia
tpioyikiong .Emerta moA@V immy@v kol katagpdkTov Kol mopOusiov
naviodan®v €k Tapovtog kopmcBéviov <EvePifalev €lépavtac eikoot iol
TpioyiMovg  immelc  ¢mefoUc &€ Siopvpiove kol Sioyikiove TofdTac Kol
GQEVOOVNTOG TEVTAKOGIOVG. .

Cf. Livy, Summary of book XIII; Just., XVII1.2, XXV.3.4; Dio. Cass., IX. Zonaras
8,2.

(12) Plut., Pyrrhus, XV.1-5; Dio. Cass., IX. Zonaras 8,2.
(13) Dio. Cass., 1X.40.5.6.
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