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The biography of the Prophet (Sirah) in the Nestorian
Chronicle of Seert: A survey of the original sources

Abstract

The present study seeks at paying a critical examination of the
Sirah of the Prophet Muhammad — peace be upon him- as recorded by
the Chronicle of Seert from a Nestorian Christian point of view. It
debates the question of which primary sources are cited by the
anonymous author of the Chronicle of Seert. More clearly, the study
argues that the anonymous author derived his details from multi-
Muslim and Christian sources in order to create a full narrative of the
biography of the Prophet Muhammad.

The approach of the current study is based on examining what
Sirah' accounts are recorded by the Chronicle of Seert in comparison
to other Christian sources especially those Syriac Chronicles who
spoke on the Prophet Muhammad and his religious, social and
political relationships. In addition, the research will critically examine
the accounts of Sirah recounted by the anonymous author to what
Muslim historians and biographers said in same events of the Sirah.

Key words: The Prophet (peace be upon him)- the Biography-
Seert- Christians — Anonymous author.
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(4) Wood, Philip. "The sources of the" Chronicle of Seert": phases in the writing of
history and hagiography in late antique Irag”, Oriens christianus, 96, (2012),
pp. 106-148.

«igom) Vb bl L LU 4 o lall) Jaaf aad Gu)se P cOuse(0)

AVe U ,(e\QK‘\ . cd)uud\ J\J
(6) Scher, Addai, Histoire Nestorienne Inédite: (Chronique de Séert), libarie de
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Patriarch I11: Liber epistularum, (CSCO 11- 12), (Leipzig, 1904), p. 121.

(9) Palmer, Andrew, Sebastian P. Brock, and Robert Hoyland, The Seventh Century
in the West-Syrian Chronicles. Vol. 15, (Liverpool University Press, 1993), p.
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14 . Brooks, Ernest Walter. "The Chronological Canon of James of Edessa",
Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft, 54.1, 1900, p. 323,
326. al-Ka‘bi, Nasir ‘Abd al-Husayn, A Short Chronicle on the End of the
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Agapius, Son of Constantine, Bishop of Membij, Kitab al-'Unvan. Histoire
Universelle écrite par Agapius (Mahboub) de Menbidj. Editée et traduite, par
Alexandre Vasiliev. Arab. & Fr (Vasil'ev. 1909), vol. 2, pp. 196- 197.

Budge, Ernest A. Wallis, The Chronography of Gregory Abii'l Faraj: the son of
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first part of his political history of the world 1.1, (London: Oxford Univ.
Press, 1932), vol. 1, p. 90- 92.
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(17) Hoyland. G, Robert, Theophilus of Edessa’'s Chronicle and the circulation of
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p. 19. Penkaye, Summary of World History, (Online).

(32) Theophanes the Confessor, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor:
Byzantine and Near Eastern History AD 284-813, Translated with
Introduction and Commentary by CYRIL MANGO and ROGER SCOTT with
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