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Abstract

This study deals with the great civilizational role played by the
major pearl merchants in the Emirates during their own prosperity
period and economic recovery. The region witnessed this prosperity in
the first half of the twentieth century, as these merchants carried out
magnificent works not only inside their homelands but also in other
countries where the sons of the Arabs resided. In order to well educate
them, the major pearl merchants in the Emirates have established
many semi-regular schools in addition to private and public libraries,
councils, cultural clubs, newspapers and magazines, driven by their
feeling and sense of responsibility towards their society. That society
which was severely suffering from widespread illiteracy, the absence
of modern education and the absence of manifestations of cultural
renaissance which were represented in several neighboring Arab
countries, not to mention the countries they visited for the trade
purpose. This study shows as well how semi-regular schools such as
Al-Mahmoudiya School in Sharjah, Al-Ahmadiyya, Al-Saada in
Dubai and Ibn-Khalaf School in Abu Dhabi as well as other schools,
have contributed to the graduation of a distinguished generation of
pioneers of the intellectual renaissance who had a role in spreading
culture, encouraging education, spreading Islamic values, and actively
contributing to spreading awareness among members of the society.
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